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Editorial Notes
For the first time the Former Pupils’ Magazine is published primarily online. The ever
increasing printing, publishing and postage costs for 1,600 members of the
associations have become prohibitive and this has forced us down this particular
route. Those of you who prefer to continue to receive a published copy of the
magazine were offered this option by submitting a standing order mandate to cover
the cost of publication and postage. To date just over one hundred members have
opted for this and if anyone would prefer this option for future copies, the mandate is
available and can be down loaded and returned to the school bursar at Duncreggan
Road. We trust that the new online format will prove user friendly and to facilitate this
we have provided a contents section from which you can select specific sections of
personal interest rather than trawling through the entire publication. It will also be
possible to download sections and photographs.
In last year’s edition of the magazine a letter from the chairpersons of the OGA and
OBA outlined plans for a single amalgamated association together with a ballot sheet
for return. Just over 150 of these were returned of which only 14 were against such a
proposal. With this mandate a small working group of three members from each
associations’ committees was set up to draft a constitution for the new single
association which will be taken forward for approval at the Old Girls’ Association
A.G.M. in March and an Old Boys’ Association E.G.M. around the same time. A draft
copy of the proposed constitution is published in this edition. Details of the A.G.M.
and E.G.M. to consider the merger and the proposed constitution will be circulated
online and by post to all existing members.
A detailed review of activities during the school year is reported in the speeches
delivered by the Headmaster, Head Girl and Head Boy at the annual prize night in
September. Last summer saw the retirement of two long serving members of staff,
Jim Goodman and Brian McCay, and tributes to their service to the school are
published in this edition. We wish them both well in their retirement.
The committees of both associations continue with their various organisational roles.
The usual round of luncheons, dinners and other social gatherings continue to be
well supported and reports follow in the relevant sections as well as branch reports
from L.H.S. former pupils in London, Belfast and Coleraine. Both associations have
devoted much time this year both separately and as a combined sub-committee to
the structure and formation of a combined association. This will depend upon the
adoption of such a proposal at the respective AGMs of each association. From 2011
all former pupils will automatically become members of the Former Pupils’
Association. Without their active participation in the running and organising of future
events, the OGA / OBA as presently constituted will continue to decline.
The Quatercentenary publication plotting the evolution and development of the
present school since its foundation in 1617 to the present is now at an advanced
stage. Details of its progress follow in this edition. To date just over one hundred
copies have been pre-purchased. This offer is open until October 2012 when final
proofs will go to the publisher. All former pupils who subscribe in advance not only
have the added benefit of a £10 discount but have their names and years of

attendance at the school published in the appendices of the book. We would appeal
to all of you to subscribe in advance with the complete assurance that you will own a
definitive history of the school presented in a interesting and well illustrated format.
Many of you have already contributed memoirs of your experiences of school life and
extracts from many of these will be included. Some of these are published in this
edition of the magazine, and extracts will appear in the published book. There is still
time to submit more but these must be with the editors by 30th April 2012. If anyone
would like a copy of the sales brochure, these can be ordered from the school office
(Tel. 71269321).
This is the last magazine that Joy and I will edit. Joy has completed her three year
rotation on behalf of the OGA and I am passing the baton to younger hands after a
tenure of twenty years as the OBA editor. We would like to thank all who have
submitted articles and items of news for this and previous editions – keep them
coming! We thank our sponsors who continue to support us even in these times of
austerity. Finally, Laura Taylor has helped in the compilation of the magazine and
leaving it in a format suitable for the publishers for the past few years. She continues
to produce it this year in the revised format for the website.
Laura has agreed to be the magazine editor from next year so all future submissions
can be posted or emailed directly to her – details are given below.
We wish Laura well and look forward to supporting her with future editions.
William Lynn and Joy Tennis (Joint Honorary Editors)

Useful contact addresses
Foyle College
Duncreggan Road
Londonderry
BT48 0AW
Tel. (028)71269321

Laura Taylor
5 Clooney Park West
Limavady Road
Londonderry
BT47 6LA
Tel. (028) 71344058
Email – foylefpmag@hotmail.co.uk
Website – www.foylenet.org
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FOYLE AND LONDONDERRY COLLEGE
PRIZE DAY 2011 - HEADMASTER’S REPORT
Mr Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,
I, too, would like to welcome Ms Shields as our guest this evening. Both as a successful professional
and as an endurance athlete, Hannah is exactly the sort of person to set before our young people in
Foyle as an example. The long and arduous processes of her life are not restricted to mountain tops.
To become a dentist in this country is an equally prolonged expedition. In speaking to this year’s
leavers about to embark on their university careers, her comments will be particularly relevant,
distilled as they are from a personal experience that many of the young people here tonight will have
to share. Indeed we all have to concede that university has become a more demanding place in
recent years, and then you have to pay for it! And these are the lucky ones. There remain Foyle
students who have not yet gained their place at university and who must ‘go round again’ next year.
This reflects the increase of over 20% in the number of students across the UK who applied to
university this year to avoid the fee hike for next year. I know that in Northern Ireland we are fortunate
that the two universities are not required by the local Executive to raise fees in such a startling fashion
and while I am one of those who would like University Education to be free, it would still have been a
kindness to lessen the stress of the past few weeks with an earlier announcement that such was the
plan. For each of those who have not gained a place to their satisfaction this year the task must
seem huge but equally so for the new Upper Sixth who will shortly submit their UCAS applications.
For many, achieving a course of their choice, at the university of their choice will be nothing short of
their own personal Everest.
Such is the state of the world and government finances that the pleasure of the fees announcement
was instantly tempered by the news that to pay for the ‘gap’ in Higher Education funding other
Departments would have their budgets ‘top sliced’. In the minds of all of us in Foyle is the fear that
this may compromise the funding of our new build and that the long expected start date of April 2012
will be postponed. Needless to say the Chair of Governors has been active in recent weeks to
ensure that our cross party political support is as solid as it always has been and that the Minister is
aware of this. We have made it abundantly clear that to view this as an internal matter regarding the
available funds of the Department of Education will not be a sufficient answer on this occasion.
Money spent on education as in any other government spending, should in a recession be spent
strategically and not just to the dictates of a narrow set of criteria laid down by Education Department
officials with their partial view of the world. Much has been said in recent weeks about the need to
break out of the confines of the sectoral approach to schooling which has dogged Northern Ireland,
but I have to tell you I see little will on the part of the interest groups behind the different school
sectors to reach intelligent, negotiated settlements to any of the great Education debates of the day.
After the first year of the new 11+ test arrangements I am on record as saying that all schools should
subscribe to one test. I went further and devoted considerable time to help bring about a joint test at
the end of that first year. But no spirit of compromise could I find. At that point I said that it was now
unlikely that a joint test would ever be agreed upon such is the nature of entrenchment in Northern
Ireland schools. And so it has proved. We move into the third year of independent testing with no
sign of a change to a more homogenous solution from schools or from the Department.
Not only on assessment do we teeter on the brink of incoherence. While I understand the Minister’s
reluctance to invest in building to serve a segregated school system it has to be acknowledged that
there has been no political leadership worth the name to bring about an end to wrangle and dissent.
Similarly if it is politically praiseworthy to stifle fees for access to university, is it not pernicious to cap
the numbers that local universities can take? If we all agree that university expansion is desirable
how can that happen when some politicians opt to invest public money other than in the manner
which best serves those aims? It is here that leadership is lacking. Either we have a government in
Northern Ireland or we have ten little fiefdoms under the guise of ministries, divided like spoils among
rivals, each pursuing their own party agenda.
It is not as if leadership is a dead art in Northern Ireland. In Foyle we have benefited from a Board of
Governors and a Chairman unafraid to debate the issues and take decisions even if this is not to the
liking of all. Leadership is not about consensus. Certainly consensus makes leading easier but it is
not the overriding necessity that some would have you believe. Conviction also has its place although
sometimes maintaining a policy can be derailed by the sheer viciousness of opposition. Many

examples exist but an example close to us all is the conviction that academic selection has a place in
our education system. The relentless baying of the opposition has served to shift the discussion of a
tried and tested policy right off the agenda. David Cameron has declined to listen to the voices in his
own party calling for the extension of academic selection beyond the existing 164 English grammar
schools, not because he thinks the comprehensive system is better but because he doesn’t want to
face the opprobrium of the opposition. This is not leadership.
Another example was the launch of ‘One City, One Plan, One Voice’ as a vision of the future of
Londonderry. At the same time as it was launched we were wrangling over the site for University
expansion within the city. Unaccountable pressure groups will not bring about regeneration. No one
political party can claim credit for regeneration; it will only come about when all of these disparate
strands are brought together by someone who is prepared to lead. We have consensus but it is not
enough. Now we need conviction to bring to the North West the kind of investment that has been
denied for generations.
My last example of this is the much vaunted Peace Bridge. Has anybody noticed the irony that the
Great and the Good descended upon us to revel in the glory of a bridge physically linking the two
communities of the city only to be undermined by the bureaucracy of the Western Board using the
same bridge as a way to remove the bus passes for children crossing to the Cityside to come to
Foyle. It defies belief that £14 million is spent on a bridge and parents end up having to fork out to get
their kids to school! Money should not be squandered on vanity projects while parents and pupils
suffer. Again it is the role of our leaders to have the strategic vision to reconcile these differences.
In the face of setbacks we can only offer resilience. While we endlessly listen to procrastination about
Foyle’s future, the pupils and teachers take care of Foyle’s present. This year, like all others, the
public examinations have yielded the usual crop of excellent results. The pass rate at A Level was
98.3% and the proportion of A* and A grades was 36.7%, above both the Northern Ireland average
and that of the UK as a whole. 22 students had straight A* or A grades. Stephen Hogg gained his
place to read medicine at Corpus Christi College Cambridge. AS grades were equally impressive at
the top end, with 12 students gaining 4 A grade passes. Everyone is now familiar with the standard
set by Government for attainment at GCSE, 5 A* to C grade passes. 95% of our Year 12 students
attained this standard with both Lauren McCracken and Niamh Spence gaining A* in all subjects.
Over the years the consistency of these results has defied the demographic changes which have
affected all schools in the province, but Foyle in particular. The task that has been set us in the
grammar school sector is to maintain the success rates that eclipse other parts of the UK while taking
a wider ability range into the school. Some argue that this is wrong for schools to accept pupils who
in the past might not have gained entry. I call this the drawbridge mentality - take in a tiny elite of
pupils and pull up the drawbridge on everyone else. That mentality has no place in my view of
education. In my opinion, and this is backed by my colleagues and the School Governors here
tonight, the purpose of Foyle is to offer a high quality of education to parents who choose to entrust us
with their children, if we have the places. That has been a consistent policy of the Governors for all
of the eighteen years I have been here and beyond. Recently all grammar schools have been
instructed that they must fill all available places in this way. In a masterpiece of double think, critics of
grammar school education then blame schools for admitting weaker pupils. While it may be manifest
hypocrisy to criticise schools for implementing a policy you have put in place, it is not as pernicious as
the endless attempts to limit parental choice by restricting either the places available in schools or the
ability of children to travel to the school of their choice. As always, parents must judge the arguments
by what is done, not by what is said.
As usual the arena in which so much is done in Foyle is the sporting arena. Although a quiet year in
terms of team trophies, the excellence of our coaching staff and the talent of our pupils have
combined to produce some notable achievements. In Rugby Neil Burns has represented Ulster
Schools as have his brother Tom, and Ian Vance. Ulster Schools’ caps were awarded to Andrew
Clarke and Jack Glenn in Cricket. The crowning achievement of the outstanding school cricket career
of Graeme McCarter has been his recent inclusion in the full Ireland team against Namibia and
Canada. We can find no previous record of a school player who has won a full cap like this. David
Connolly won Bronze in the Public Schools’ Sabre Fencing Championship and Niamh Spence
represented Ireland at U-17 level. This is only a brief round-up of elite sport but what is less obvious
is the commitment of staff and pupils to the regular discipline and routine of extra curricular
endeavour. The huge amount of time devoted by the pupils to out of school activities from shooting at

Bisley to canoeing expeditions for Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award, is only surpassed by the enormous
efforts put in by the staff to organise and supervise these varying preoccupations. The Head Boy
and Head Girl will shortly report on the extra-curricular life of the school.
Through my involvement with the British Fencing Board of Directors and the recent European Fencing
Championships in Sheffield, I have gained insights into how these things are managed in other
countries, and in Europe it is almost exclusively through clubs that young people are introduced to
such activities. There are many who would propose such a model for schools here. What a loss
that would be if the dedication and inclusiveness of school sport were hived off to external bodies.
The very ethos of our school exists in the effort of each pupil to excel in his or her chosen field. I
don’t care what they choose to do, but I want them to do it to the best of their ability. I have never
found this to detract from exam performance, rather it enhances academic performance. That is why
the recent moves to limit the funding of these activities through the Extended Schools Programme
seem depressingly short sighted. How can David Cameron suggest that schools should sweep up
disaffected young people into sporting and cultural pastimes when the funding for such programmes
is cut and the paperwork chokes the system? The answer is not to create another department,
another budget, another layer of bureaucracy, the answer is to give schools the funding and let them
get on with it.
The incoherence evident in the public debate on education shows no sign of lessening but our
reaction is the only rational one, hold on to the values that you know to be right from years of
experience. This year has seen a particular means of reflection in the creation of space within
Duncreggan for an archive of material relating to the history of the school. Robert Montgomery, Ken
Gamble and Joy Coskery as committed former pupils, have uncovered a wealth of material relating to
the earliest establishment of education in Londonderry in the seventeenth century, and to the
development of education for women in the nineteen century reflecting all the tributaries that have
combined to create the great school that now stands on the brink of the twenty-first century. In their
endeavours they have been supported by William Lynn of the staff and have benefited from the expert
guidance of Sean McMahon. Gradually all of this information is crystallising into an illustrated volume
which will see the light of day in 2013 as our contribution to the City of Culture, on the anniversary of
the founding of the city by the London Livery Companies.
It is no surprise that staff and former pupils are so engaged in something that they do for love rather
than reward. The loyalty and dedication of so many of Foyle’s alumni is one of the main pleasures of
being Principal of the school, but so too is the dedication of those parents who strive to make the
school a better place for their children, and as always I would like to thank John Spence and his
committee for the tireless work they do on behalf of the Parents’ Association. My thanks too must be
extended to the retiring staff this year. Sylvia Craig, in modern parlance, ‘down shifted’ to part- time
involvement and has now decided to embrace a well earned retirement. Brian McCay has retired
after 34 years of service to Foyle which has encompassed Classics, Business Studies and, latterly,
IT, but also a presence in both staff room and classroom which was unmistakable in its character.
We welcome to the Staff, Lisa Carlin, a former pupil of the school.
Jim Goodman also gave 34 years of devoted and loyal service to the school as a teacher of Biology.
Latterly he was a Senior Teacher in charge of the Middle School, and as such, has helped numerous
pupils and their families through difficulties great and small. By far his greatest impact on the lives of
Foyle pupils, however, exemplifies everything I have said in the earlier part of this speech. Jim’s
extra-curricular involvement in music coincided with the flowering of talent inspired by Billy West, and
in combination they gained Foyle a huge reputation for the school choir including a semi-final in the
Sainsbury Choir of the Year. I know it is of particular delight to Jim, to see the reputation that his
nephew, Robert, is carving out for the Foyle Jazz Band.
So the life of the school passes down from age to age. There is a collective memory which dictates
how each new boy or girl arriving into the school is conditioned into working and behaving. It is
communicated in the stories that we tell one another and the expectations of those around us. It is
the vitality that is renewed each year by fresh blood, fresh faces and fresh thinking, brought to us by
our youngest pupils. After seven years it is channelled into the drive and ambition of the Upper Sixth
leaving us, impatient to start a life that is truly their own. They are ready and eager for the
experiences ahead having been well prepared by their family and Foyle for whatever might confront

them. Looking into the future, I see no reason to suppose that the next four hundred years will not be
the same!

Head Girl’s Prize Day Speech
Once again Foyle College has proved that academic activities are not the only thing we have to
celebrate and hopefully Oisin and I will be able to give you an insight into the wide range of extra –
curricular activities undertaken.
The hockey season for the 1st XI got off to a familiar start with the School’s Tournament which was
played in Lurgan this year. The team faced opposition such as Carrick Grammar and Down High but
despite a good performance could not progress further. A match against the Old Girls of Foyle soon
followed along with a great experience of a match with the University of Ulster Elks. This led us to the
start of regular league games and then our cup match against Belfast Royal Academy. It was an
exciting match with Foyle coming out on top and progressing through to the third round to face
Victoria College. Unfortunately we were defeated but carried on through to the Shield competition.
The 2nd XI hockey team were a particularly young squad this year and included many talented 4th year
girls. Although their cup campaign was brief they continued on into the plate competition and as the
season advanced the improvement in the team’s skills paid off in their remaining league games.
The 3rd XI training sessions were impressively attended and when opposition was available two
teams were fielded from the squad. This enthusiasm led to a strong performance in the round robin
stage of the cup seeing a win against Strabane Grammar and a draw with Limavady Grammar
School.
Hockey in the junior school has been once again eagerly supported with the Under 14’s defeating
Antrim Grammar to reach the 2nd round of their cup and we are proud of Katie Scott and Lauren Huey
who were selected for the Under 15 Western Area Team and Tory Lapsley who was selected for the
Ulster Talent Development Squad.
Foyle hockey also had an exciting year with regard to travel. Both the first and second XI had their
respective tours to Edinburgh and Sligo. In February Miss Eakin, Kathryn Rough and the firsts in their
new purple hoodies, jetted off, on the ferry, to Scotland. Aside from our two hockey matches we were
able to go shopping on Prince’s Street, see the animals, or lack of due to rainy conditions, at
Edinburgh Zoo and even get a tour of the dungeons. The Seconds, accompanied by Miss Magee and
Miss Logue, also ventured down to Sligo where they stayed in a lovely hotel, went to the cinema,
shopped, played and won a hockey match all in the space of two days.
Girl’s tennis this year only saw one team entered in the Ulster Branch competitions at senior level. In
the group stages the team, led by Holly Rankin, faced opposition such as Coleraine High School,
Ballymena Academy and Victoria College who finally progressed through to the later phases. The
overall interest in tennis was encouraging as training sessions were attended by many new faces.
It was another successful year in golf at Foyle with Amy Chambers gaining a place on the Ulster
under 18 squad as well as reaching the final of the Irish Girls Plate Championship.
Foyle was once again represented at the North West Schools Annual Swimming Gala where
Rebekah Ferry gained first place in the Year 8 Breaststroke while other pupils also competed to a
high standard with the Year 11 Relay team, coming second in both the Medley and Freestyle events.
But extra-curricular activities in Foyle are not only sporting ones. February 2011 saw the return of the
popular “Stars in their Eyes” competition. There was no shortage of talent with 21 acts performing on
the night ranging from Rihanna and Adele to Paul McCartney and The Undertones. Truly memorable
acts were Ryan O’Leary as Beyonce and Alison Maybin as Susan Boyle with their respective
renditions of “All the single ladies” and “Wild horses”. The staff, however, did not let the pupils have all
the limelight as they also took to the stage with their X factor worthy performances of “I Need a Hero”
and “Don’t Stop Believing”.
The annual spring concert was once again a success as the variety of instruments expands from year
to year. Featured were the junior and senior Choirs, junior band and senior jazz band along with the
orchestra, African drummers and DJ. The concert this year, however, did have another purpose and
that was to mark the retirement of Mr. Jim Goodman and thank him for his immense contribution to

the Music Department over the years. His performance of “Hey Jude” will be remembered for years to
come.
For this year’s Shakespeare Schools’ Festival, an abridged version of William Shakespeare’s ‘The
Tempest’ was performed by a cast of 21 pupils in Year 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12. A solid but intense 6
weeks of rehearsals from a dedicated cast at lunchtimes, after school and even on a Saturday meant
that the production was ready for performance in Derry Playhouse in the middle of October.
Throughout the past few years Miss Elliot has been the driving force behind Public Speaking and
Debating in Foyle and now both junior and senior pupils take part. An important competition during
the year was the Soroptimist International Public Speaking Competition where they had to speak
about topics such as “Facebook or face to face” and “Beauty – Is it more than skin deep?”
There are many opportunities for students to travel abroad with the school. In April some Year 13
students who studied physics set off on a trip with Lumen Christi to the city of Geneva in Switzerland
where they were able to visit CERN; the European Organisation for Nuclear Research which is home
to the Large Hadron Collider.
The Year 10s embarked on the annual trip to Paris in June of this year. Their schedule over the four
days was full of memorable sights such as the Eiffel Tower and Notre Dame but the main highlight of
the trip for many, as always, was the day spent at Disneyland Paris where I’m sure a lot of French
was learnt.
The Unity team again met throughout the year and provided more students with the opportunity to
receive leadership training. This aimed to give them the confidence to interrupt bullying within the
school. Mrs. O’Connell was especially pleased with the effort of the students who represented the
school at the annual Unity Conference.
Like previous years a group of Year 13 pupils were selected to take part in an engineering
programme run by Sentinus. Joanne Campbell, Jordan Cairns, Matthew McKeown and Peter Norris
worked in collaboration with Enterprise Northern Ireland Engineering to find a better solution with
respect to electricity transfer in large buildings. Not only was their final product visually impressive it
reduced costs by up to £125000.
Hopefully I have provided you all with a clear insight in to the many pursuits undertaken by Foyle
pupils outside the classroom. I will now hand over to Oisin to highlight the many other experiences of
the past year.
Thank You
Heather Manning

Head Boy’s Speech at Prize Night
On reflection of her education, the poet Pritika Rajbanshi, said …
Education is the light of our life
It is the key to a bright future
Of not only ours but also of the nation's
It gives our thinking a different appearance
And helps drive away all our ignorance
It leads us to the path of success
Knowing the significance of it
without education, we realize we are somewhat incomplete.
Receiving the news that I was to be Head Boy for the forthcoming year filled me with a bursting sense
of honour, delight and pride as well as a responsibility of making my school and classmates proud. My
first challenge, was to fit Foyle’s many achievements of the past year into such a short period of time.
The highlights of the rugby season included the incredible triumph over Royal Belfast Academical
Institution; Foyle’s first victory over our big city rivals in 14 seasons. Our success was made even
more admirable as RBAI made it to the Schools Cup Final in the same year. Three Foyle players
gained Ulster honours- brothers Tom and Neil Burns represented Ulster Schools U- 18s, and Ian
Vance was selected for the Ulster schools U- 19 squad! An outstanding accomplishment for the three
Foyle boys, whose exploits benefitted the whole school as a new fitness suite was funded by Ulster
Rugby! The season ended with a once in a life time tour of Australia for 40 boys. Both First and
Second teams displayed some attractive rugby, teaching the Australian teams a thing or two about
our style of play. Each day was a new adventure and test, mainly learning to survive without the
luxuries of back home . And whilst I could share many stories of our time away, I must honour the
age-old rule, what goes on tour stays on tour, and besides, we would be here all night!
Another successful year of cricket saw Foyle share the McCullough Cup with Campbell College
representing the best performing cricket school. The 1st XV made it to the semi-finals of the schools
cup; however, on another day could have gone the whole way. On 6th of September of this year,
Graeme McCarter made his first-class debut for Ireland.
Mr. Westgate and his team of gifted fencers again dominated the fencing scene with 10 of Foyle’s
fencers representing Northern Ireland at the UK schools games. Niamh Spence qualified for the
European Cadet Championships which were held in Austria, an excellent achievement considering
Niamh has another year at this level. Niamh and Richard Magee were selected to represent Ireland at
European Cadet sabre tournaments in France, Germany and London. Emilie McSorley, Lucia
McCafferty and Anna Jackson were selected to represent Ireland at European Cadet epee
tournaments in Austria and France. Special recognition must be given to Mr. Westgate in his tireless
polishing and production of top performers in the sport. Rumour has it that rugby coaches have jointly
agreed to wash his car for a year if he lets them in on his secret winning formula.
Our long and distinguished tradition with the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme was continued further
with (No.) completing all activities for their bronze award, (no.) for silver and (no.) for gold. This high
standard of not only participation, but completion will be maintained as long as Mr. Nutt, Mrs.
Hannaway, Mrs. Buchanan and Mrs. Feeny have a say in matters. For me, the opportunity to spend
four nights cycling and camping through Donegal will be one of the most memorable experiences of
my life.
Both the Bar Mock Team and the Junior Magistrates had eventful trips to Belfast where they were
highly commended for their sterling efforts. All participants had a fantastic time and gained invaluable
insight into the legal profession.
Foyle again provided the excellent opportunity to partake in a skiing adventure to the Three Valley ski
area in France. Mr Menown, Mr Manning, Ms Eakin and Mrs Lynn organised an unforgettable trip for
the pupils and didn’t complain that they got a week off work.

Scripture Union again had strong support within the school and addressed various topics at their
weekly meetings centred around ‘Life beyond the Gates.’ They also organised various question and
answer sessions with guest speakers from organisations who give people the chance to serve God
throughout the world.
From start to finish this speech, just like my time at Foyle, has been crammed with academic and nonacademic activities in which you feel the full support of the school. Martin Luther King said:
‘intelligence plus character is the goal of true education’ ;
I believe that these nine words capture the essence of Foyle College.

Intelligence plus character--that is the goal of true education.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Education is not the filling of a pail,
but the lighting of a fire.
Wiliam Butler Yeats

Oisin Duddy

Update on History of the School Publication
“A View the Foyle Commanding”
The editorial team have been working hard over the past year writing the various sections or editing
relevant sections from past magazines or the many submissions from former pupils relating your
experiences of your time at the schools. This together with research from many other sources
including the archive held in Magee and Trinity College, the local press and the public record office in
Belfast. All of this is coming together to give a comprehensive panorama of boys’ and girls’ education
in the city from the Plantation to the present day. The wealth of information available makes this a
major task.
As one of a team of former old boys and old girls working on the project, I can report that it has been
a most interesting and enjoyable experience. We have included relevant extracts wherever possible
from the many and varied submissions by former pupils and this has provided a valuable insight into
the changing face of the various schools and the evolving curriculum over the past four centuries.
We are currently putting all this information into a sequential format within the relevant chapters of the
book. We will include profiles of significant headmasters, headmistresses and alumni giving a balance
of men and women who have gone on to make their mark on society in their various fields. All of this
has been conducted under the watchful eye of our general editor, Sean McMahon and the publishers
in London. The latter have made several visits to the city and the school and are most impressed with
the range and quality of the information and the progress being made. In the most recent visit their
graphic designer provided useful guidance on layout and illustrative material. I am currently working
with several photographers compiling an archive of images for possible inclusion in the publication,
which will be fully illustrated in colour throughout.
Why “A View the Foyle Commanding”? This is a frequently asked question. The committee wanted a
title that would encompass not just Foyle but all the other schools that were antecedents of the
present school. The one feature that has remained a constant throughout all the educational
developments is the River Foyle. Each school, from the original Free School within the city walls
through Strand House, the Collegiate and Victoria College, St Lurach’s and Foyle at Lawrence Hill,
the Academical Institution, Duncreggan and Springtown schools, all had a view of the River Foyle.
Even the site of the proposed new school on the Limavady Road commands fine views of the river
from the higher parts of the site. The cover design depicts Lord Lawrence looking out towards the
Foyle and was chosen by the publishers as the most appropriate image to reflect the title. Lawrence
holds a plume in one hand and a sword scabbard in the other to illustrate that “the pen is mightier
than the sword”.
Is it too late to subscribe for a copy at the reduced rate? No. You can still purchase your copy at the
discounted rate of £10 and have your years of attendance at the school included in the index at the
back. We have already sold over one hundred copies but we hope that many more of you will take
advantage of this. The discounted offer ends on the 30th October 2012 when it goes to publication. If
you have lost or mislaid your copy of the brochure sent with last year’s magazine, another can be sent
by contacting me at Duncreggan.
W Lynn.
(Tel. 028 71269321).

Old Boys’ President, Stan Huey, with Old Girls’ President, Pamela Jackson
attending Prize Night in the Guildhall

Past Presidents of Foyle College Old Boys’ Association
1928 - 29
1929 - 30
1930 - 31
1931 - 32
1932 - 33
1933 - 34
1934 - 35
1935 - 36
1936 - 37
1937 - 38
1938 - 39
1939 - 40
1940 - 41
1941 - 42
1942 - 43
1943 - 44
1944 - 45
1945 - 46
1946 - 47
1947 - 48
1948 - 49
1949 - 50
1950 - 51
1951 - 52
1952 - 53
1953 - 54
1954 - 55
1955 - 56
1956 - 57
1957 - 58
1958 - 59
1959 - 60
1960 - 61
1961 - 62
1962 - 63
1963 - 64
1964 - 65
1965 - 66
1966 - 67
1967 - 68
1968 - 69
1969 - 70
1970 - 71
1971 - 72
1972 - 73
1973 - 74
1974 - 75
1975 - 76
1976 - 77
1977 - 78
1978 - 79
1979 - 80
1980 - 81
1981 - 82
1982 - 83
1983 - 84

The Right Hon. Sir John Ross, Bart.
Alfred Moore Munn, B.A.
His Honour Judge John Fitzpatrick Cooke, K.C., D.L.
Sir Samuel Thompson Irwin, C.B.E., B.A., M.B., M.Ch., F.R.C.S., D.L.M.P.
Major James Sproule Myles, M.C., T.D.
Professor Charles Gibson Lowry, M.D., F.R.C.S., F.R.C.O.G.
John Gallagher Michaels
The Very Rev. James Gilbert Paton M.C., M.A., D.D.
Sir James McElmunn Wilton, M.C.
Thomas Carnwath, D.S.O., B.A., M.B., D.Sc., D.P.H.
Isaac J. Trew Colquhoun, B.A.
The Right Hon. Mr. Justice William Lowry
John Blakeney Gillies, L.D.S.
Thomas Taggart, LL.D.
His Honour Judge Marcus Dill Begley, Q.C.
The Very Reverend William Corkey, M.A., D.D.
Sir William Athlestane Meredith Good, K.B.E.
Robert Foster Dill, M.A.
Professor Frances James Brown, M.S., D.Sc., F.R.C.S., (Ed), F.R.C.O.G.
Sir John Herbert McCutcheon Craig, K.C.V.O., C.B., LL.D.
Rupert William Jeffares
Samual Milligan
Samuel Russell Foster, M.C. Croix de Guerre, M.B.
John Foster Caldwell, C.B., Q.C., LL.M., J.P.
The Very Rev. Thomas McCurdy Barker, M.A., D.D.
The Right Hon. Sir David Callender Campbell, P.C., K.B.E., C.M.G., M.P.
William Cecil Glover, M.B.E.
Henry Cooke Porter Cresswell
Sir Robert Gransden, C.B.E.
Charles Wilson, B.A.
Samuel Maxwell Alexander Lowry
John Thomas Irwin, A.M.I.E.E.
William Staveley Ferguson, B.A.
Major James Alexander Glen, C.B.E., E.R.D., M.A.
Joseph Boyd Irwin, C.S.I., C.I.E., D.S.O., M.C., B.A.
Joseph Charles Eaton, D.L., J.P.
Prof. Charles Horner Greer McAfee, C.B.E., D.Sc., M.B., F.R.C.S.,F.R.C.I.S. and
F.R.C.O.G.
Samuel Douglas Irons
The Right Hon. Sir Herbert McVeigh, Lord Justice of Appeal
The Very Rev. Austin A. Fulton, M.A., PhD., D.D.
Senator John C. Drennan, C.B.E., H.M.L., J.P.
The Very Rev. Samuel James Park, M.A., D.D.
Armour Hamilton Matthews, L.D.S., R.C.S.
Colonel Oswald W. Gilmour, M.A. M.A.I., C.Eng., F.I.C.E.
The Right Hon. Sir Robert Porter, Q.C., M.P.
The Very Rev. William Alexander Albert Park, M.A., D.D.
David Alan Eccles Roberts, M.A.
John Alexander Crockett
James Stewart Connolly, M.A., LL.B.
Professor Emeritus A.C.P. Campbell, M.B., Ch.B., F.R.C. Path., F.R.C.P.E.
Professor J. C. Goligher, M.B., Ch.M., F.R.C.S.E., F.R.C.S. (Edin)
J. B. Mullin B.A., H.Dip.Ed.
Rev. R. K. Greer, M.A., B.D.
R.N. Crawford, C.B.E., B.Comm.Sc., F.C.A., F.R.S.A., F.B.I.M.
Real Admiral W. J. McClune, C.B., M.Sc., M.I.E.E.
J. Piggot, M.B., B.Ch., F.R.C.S.

1984 - 85
1985 - 86
1986 - 87
1987 - 88
1988 - 89
1989 - 90
1990 - 91
1991 - 92
1992 - 93
1993 - 94
1994 - 95
1995 - 96
1996 - 97
1997 - 98
1998 - 99
1999 - 00
2000 - 01
2001 - 02
2002 - 03
2003 - 04
2004 - 05
2005 - 06
2006 - 07
2007 - 08
2008 - 09
2009 –10
2010 –11
2011 – 12

A. E. Barbour, B.Sc., F.B.C.O.
J. Kincade, C.B.E., M.A., B.Litt., Ph.D.
D. C. G. Craig, B.A.
S. A. Hunter, B.Sc., C. Eng., F.I.E.E.
H. W. Young, O.B.E., M.A.
J. C. Lapsley, BSc., D.L.C., D.A.S.E.
T. H. Armstrong, B.A., Dip.Ed.
R. J. Magowan, B.A., D.A.S.E., M.Sc.
Prof. S. G. Carruthers, M.D., F.R.C.P.C.
N. J. Henderson, B.Sc.
J. H. Y. Fergusson
A. G. Kennedy, B.A.
Prof. R. J. McClelland, M.D., Ph.D., F.R.C.PSYCH.
D. R. Craig, B. Arch., A.R.I.B.A., DIP. T.P., M.R.T.P.I.
The Very Rev. D. C. Orr, M.A.
E.W. Hamilton
J.E. Bigger, M.A., D.A.S.E.
H.W. Gillespie, B.A., D.A.S.E.
A.W. Roulston, C.A.
J. Cowan, B.A., Dip. Ed., D.A.S.E.
I. M. Piggot
J.V. Arthur, B.Sc. (Est. Man), F.R.I.C.S., I.R.R.V.
E.S. Marshall, B.A., F.R.S.A., M.A., L.G.S.M., A.L.C.M.
R.S. Tosh, B.Sc., B.D., Ph.D.
J.A.S. Kelso, B.S., M.S., Ph.D.
J.A.C. McFarland, B.Sc., C. Eng., F.I.C.E.
J.S.M. Huey, B.A., Dip. Ed.
R. C. Montgomery, MB, DMH, DHMSA

Londonderry High School Old Girls’ Association
Founded 1935
Presidents LHS OGA
1935-45
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997

Miss M F McIlroy
Mrs H M Williams
Mrs Killen M.A.
Mrs E R Gordon
Miss Osborne OBE JP
Mrs H Robinson
Miss M K M Aiken BA LLB
Mrs John Watson MBE
Mrs B H Lynn FRCS
Mrs B Roe MBE
Dr Elsie Johnston
Mrs S Dowds
Dr Violet Breakey
Mrs N Young
Mrs H J Clarke
Mrs J C Eaton
Miss Grace Armstrong
Mrs Jean L’Amie MA
Marie Loullier OBE MA
Mrs Olive McLaughlin BA
Mrs R R Hunter
Mrs G R Joscelyne
Mrs J G Colhoun
Miss Alice Rowan
Miss E A Park BSc
Mrs Mary Britton
Miss M R Colhoun
Mrs K Gillis
Miss A E Stirling MA
Miss M W Cunningham MA
Miss M Anderson
Mrs E W M Marr
Mrs T R Berry
Mrs M B Seaward
Mrs M B Seaward
Mrs R J Aiken
Mrs J Moore
Mrs J McCandless
Mrs E Clay
Mrs E Finlay
Mrs M Welch
Mrs J W Taggart
Mrs D Stuart
Mrs Gladys Black
Mrs K Stewart
Mrs E Whiteside
Mrs Lorna Knox
Mrs W Burns
Miss Anne Wilson
Mrs M Phillips
Miss G Simpson
Mrs R Ramsey

1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

Mrs B Hamilton
Mrs J Y Coskery
Mrs Helen Hilson
Mrs C Corrigan
Mrs J Milliken
Mrs Thelma Arthur
Mrs N Foss
Mrs Molly Kennedy
Mrs Elma McDevitt
Mrs Isabel McNally
Mrs Molly Sutton
Mrs Phyllis Logan
Mrs Ruth Hamilton
Mrs Pamela Jackson
Dr Kanchu McAllister

Proposed Amalgamation of L.H.S. Old Girls’ Association
and F.C. Old Boys’ Association
Last year’s edition of the Former Pupils’ Magazine carried a joint letter from the Chairpersons of both
associations and a copy of a ballot paper for members to vote indicating their preference for a new
joint association or the retention of the existing separate Old Girls’ and Old Boys’ associations. These
were returned to the Chairpersons of each association and with just over 150 returns, only 14 ballots
were in favour of retaining the separate associations, about one third of these from Old Boys and two
thirds from Old Girls. This representing a mandate to proceed with future arrangements to bring about
a single association, a small working group drawn from both committees met several times and
produced a draft constitution. This draft constitution is attached with this edition and follows this
notice.
The Old Boys’ Association have discussed this at their last AGM in October and have agreed to hold
an EGM in April 2012 after the Old Girls’ Association have their AGM in March. If the O.G.A. agree to
follow their AGM with an EGM, then both associations will hold simultaneous meetings in the same
venue followed by a joint meeting when a new joint committee will be constituted. In anticipation of
this happening a venue has been provisionally booked in the City Hotel.
The date set for the simultaneous extraordinary general meetings followed by a combined meeting to
establish a new committee is – Friday 27th April 2012 at 7.30pm in the City Hotel

The Former Pupils’ Magazine Online or Actual Copy
In recent years the production and distribution of the Former Pupils’ Magazine has been financed
jointly by the generosity of sponsors, which covered publication costs and the school, which covered
the cost of postage. At present with foreseeable financial austerity and the rising costs of printing and
postage, it is no longer viable to continue posting copies of the magazine to some 1,600 members,
many living abroad. As a consequence we have been forced to make the magazine, which is valued
by most members, available online. In the last edition we made it possible for members to continue to
receive printed copies by completing a standing order mandate for £5 annually and forwarding this to
the Bursar. Over 100 members have opted for this and once again we offer a mandate form online for
anyone who would prefer to receive a copy in future. A limited number of copies will also be available
for purchase from the school office at Duncreggan.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Standing Order Mandate
Your
Name:

To: The Manager (full name &
address of your bank – in
block capitals)

Address:

Name:
Address:

Postcode:

Postcode:

Please Pay From My Account - Name
Account Number
£4 - Annually

Sort Code:
Commencing On

/

/

To Credit
Foyle & Londonderry College Former Pupils Association
Ulster Bank Limited – Culmore Road
Sort Code: 98-09-80 Account Number : 77863014
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Date:

/

/

Foyle College
Former Pupils’
Association

RULES
AND
CONSTITUTION
(Draft Proposal – revised 29th June 2011)

Revising Committee –
LHS OGA – Mrs Joy Coskery, Mrs Isabel McNally, Mrs Joy Tennis.
FC OBA – Mr William Lynn, Mr Neil Stewart, Mr Robin Young.

FOYLE COLLEGE
FORMER PUPILS’ ASSOCIATION
RULES AND CONSTITUTION
As revised at a meeting held on 29th June 2011.

1. The Association shall be called Foyle College Former Pupils’ Association.

2. The objects of the Association are:‐
(A) to maintain and enhance the interest of former pupils in their School;
(B) to sustain friendship among former pupils of the school, and to promote and foster
interest in the present school including its cultural, scholastic and sporting activities;
(C) to afford facilities for social intercourse among members and, generally for
extending and strengthening the feeling of kinship among former pupils of the
School;
(D) to keep a record of former pupils.

3. The Association shall consist of all former pupils of the School from June 2011 as well as
existing members of Londonderry High School Old Girls’ and Foyle College Old Boys’
Associations.

4.

Teachers and Governors of the School shall be eligible for admission as members of the
Association.

5. The school and honorary secretaries shall keep and maintain a register
wherein they shall enter, in respect of every member;‐
(A) His/her full name;
(B) His/her address from leaving the school or from time to time as notified by him/her
in writing;
(C) His/her most recent email details which should be kept updated where possible;
(D) The dates and nature of his connection with the School.

6. An Annual General Meeting of the Association shall be held on such day and at such place
and time as the Executive Committee shall determine.

7. (1) At the Annual General Meeting there shall be elected from among the
members:‐
(A) A male and a female president;

(B) A male and female vice president;
(C) A chairman of Committees (hereinafter called ‘the Chairman’);
(D) A vice – chairman;
(E) Two honorary secretaries;
(F) An honorary treasurer;
(G) Six other members of the Executive Committee;
(H) Two honorary auditors;
(I) Four governors (two male and two female) to represent the Association
on the Board, for each four year term.

(2) All members elected as aforesaid shall hold office until the conclusion of
the next
following Annual General Meeting or any adjournment thereof
and shall then retire,
but shall be eligible for re‐election. Members of the Executive will hold office for two years
with 50% retiring each year, with the exception of the first year of the newly constituted
association.

8.

(1) The Executive Committee shall consist of the Chairman, vice – chairman, the honorary
secretaries, the honorary treasurer and the six members referred to in rule 7(G).

(2) The quorum of the Executive shall be four.

(1) The Chairman shall if present take the chair at any meeting of the Executive Committee;
and in his absence the chair shall be taken by the vice – chairman.

(2) The Chairman or other member occupying the chair at any meeting of the Executive
Committee shall, where the voting is equal, have a second (or casting) vote.

(3) The honorary secretaries shall send to each member of the Executive Committee not
less than one week’s written (or email) notice of the date, time and place of and agenda
for each meeting of the Committee.

9. (1) The Executive Committee may for any special purposes appoint sub‐
committees consisting wholly of their own members or partly of those
members and partly of other members of the Association.

(2) No report or decision of any sub‐committee shall have effect unless adopted or
confirmed by the Executive Committee.

(3) The Chairman, the honorary secretaries and the honorary treasurer shall be ex officio
members of every sub‐committee.

10.
(1) Casual vacancies in the Executive Committee may be filled by the co‐option of qualified
members of the Association who shall hold office until the conclusion of the next following
Annual General Meeting or any adjournment thereof..

(2) Nothing done by the Executive Committee shall be invalidated by reason of any vacancy
therein.

11. The honorary secretaries shall keep and maintain a minute‐book and shall duly
record therein all resolutions passed and other business transacted by the Executive
Committee and by every Annual and other General Meeting of the Association.

12.
(1) All monies received by the honorary treasurer on behalf of the Association shall be
lodged in such bank as shall be determined by the Executive Committee.
(2) The honorary treasurer shall be responsible for the payment of all accounts but he shall
not without approval of two members of the Executive Committee make any single
payment exceeding five hundred pounds.

13. Each financial year of the Association shall end on the thirty‐first day of
August.

14. (1) The Executive Committee shall cause proper books of accounts to be kept in relation to all
property of the Association of whatsoever nature, in which books there shall be set forth
particulars of all dealings with such property or part thereof.
(2) The Executive Committee shall in respect of each financial year cause a statement to be
prepared which shall disclose full particulars of the Association assets, liabilities and exact
financial position.

15. The books of account and financial statement above referred to shall annually be audited by
the honorary auditors who, if satisfied that the financial position of the Association is correctly
shown thereby, shall certify the financial statement accordingly. The honorary treasurer shall
submit the financial statement for consideration by the Annual General Meeting next following.

16. The Executive Committee shall in respect of each financial year prepare a report on the
working of the Association, which report shall be submitted by the honorary secretaries for
adoption by the Annual General Meeting next following.

17. The honorary secretaries shall send to every member at his registered address or email
address not less than ten days’ written notice of the date, time and place of and agenda for
every Annual or other General Meeting.

18. At each Annual General Meeting the following business shall be transacted;‐
(A) Consideration of the Executive Committee’s report;
(B) Consideration of the financial statement;
(C) Elections in pursuance of Rule 12 (1);
(D) Notices of motion (if any) in order of date;
(E) Any other business which in the opinion of the chairman of the meeting may
properly be brought before it.

19. At any Annual or other General Meeting, nine members shall form a quorum.

20. At any Annual or other General Meeting the chair shall be taken by the President or, in
his/her absence, by a Vice‐President, or in the absence of the President and Vice‐President by
the Chairman of Committee or in his/her absence by the Vice – Chairman of committee.

21. At any Annual or other General Meeting a resolution shall be deemed to have been carried if
a majority of the members present and voting signify their approval by a show of hands or by
such other method as the chairman of the meeting may direct; and where the voting is equal the
chairman shall have a second (or casting) vote.

22. An Extraordinary General Meeting of the Association –
(A) May be convened at any time by the Executive Committee;
Or
(B) Shall be convened by the Executive at the written request of twelve or more student
members or life members signed by such members and by them transmitted to the
honorary secretaries.

23. Every notice of motion shall be in writing and shall be transmitted to the honorary
secretaries –
(A) Not later than seven days before the meeting of the Executive Committee or
(B) Not later than seven days before any Annual or other General Meeting
at which the motion is to be moved.

24. (1) It shall be the duty of the Executive Committee, if at any time they are of
opinion
that the interests of the Association so require, by letter (signed by
the honorary secretaries
or either of them) to invite any member to resign his membership within such time as shall be
specified therein, and in default of such resignation to submit the question of his expulsion to
the Annual or an Extraordinary General Meeting to be held within six weeks from the date of
such letter.

(2) At such meeting the member concerned shall be permitted to offer an explanation of his
conduct orally or in writing; and thereupon if two‐thirds of the members present and voting
vote for his expulsion, he shall thereupon cease to be a member of the Association.

(3) The voting at such a meeting shall be by ballot unless the chairman otherwise directs.

(4) Pending such meeting the Executive Committee may suspend the member concerned
from all or any of the privileges of membership.

25. A person who resigns or is expelled from the Association shall thereupon forfeit all right to
and claim upon the Association and its property and funds.

26. The Association may for the furtherance of all or any of its objects acquire by any means (and
whether for valuable consideration or by way of gift, devise or bequest) and hold or dispose of any
property, whether real, chattel real, or personal.
27. (1) The Executive Committee may from time to time appoint trustees (whose number shall
not at any time be less than four) in whom the property of the Association shall be vested.

(2) Trustees shall hold office for life or until their resignation or removal by a resolution of the
Executive Committee.

(3) Trustees holding office immediately before the coming into operation of this Rule shall
continue in office as if they had been appointed under this Rule, and the property of the
Association shall vest in them accordingly.

28. The Trustees shall deal with the property of the Association in accordance with any direction
of the Executive Committee.

29. Any profit at any time arising from any dealing with any property of the Association shall
(subject only to the deduction of any expenses necessarily incurred in respect thereof)
ensure wholly for the benefit of the Association.

30. The Rules of the Association shall not be amended (whether by way of alteration, addition or
revocation) except by resolution passed by not less than two‐thirds of the members present
and voting at an Annual or other General Meeting on a motion whereof notice has been
given in accordance with Rule 23 (B).

31. (1) These Rules shall into force on the day following the date of the meeting at which they
were adopted.
(2) All office‐bearers and other members of the Executive Committee holding office at the
date of the coming into force of these Rules shall continue in office subject to these Rules as if
these Rules had been in force immediately before the date of their election.
(3) The Executive Committee shall make these Rules available to members and copies can
be obtained upon request from the honorary secretaries of the Association.
32. A Former Pupils’ Magazine will be available on the School’s website towards the end of
February each year. Printed copies of this can be obtained by registering with the honorary
secretaries of the Association and completing the standing order mandate to cover printing
and postage costs.

Retirements
Jim Goodman: Foyle College 1977-2011
During 34 years as a teacher in Foyle, Jim taught Biology, Junior Science and Music.
He was also involved in a wide range of roles and responsibilities expected of
teaching staff. He was the Housemaster of Northlands at a time when the House
system, with choir competitions and the like, played an important part in the social
life of the school. I was the Housemaster of Springham and had no musical
attributes, something I shared with the other Housemasters and consequently
Northlands always won the choir competition.
A keen environmentalist he formed a group which participated in the European
Action for the Environment, successfully linking with schools from Co. Down and
Dublin over a period of 7 years. He and his groups became experts in the
‘Disappearing Hedgerows.’
Eventually he took on responsibility for the Senior School Choir and worked hard to
encourage male voices to join the choir. The Senior Choir was very successful,
winning many competitions in the local festivals and further afield in Limerick, Bangor
and Belfast. The choir got through to the finals of the Sainsbury Choir of the Year
and travelled to Manchester, meeting and making friends with Howard Goodall, the
composer, on the way. For the Millennium celebrations the choir was invited to take
part in a special concert of Merchant Taylor schools in the Barbican, London.
The success of the choirs led to the re-birth of the School Musical which has been a
major feature of pupils’ extracurricular activities and an important shop window for
the school ever since. HMS Pinafore was the first of a long series of Stage Musicals.
It used to be an annual event but it was then decided to alternate the ‘Show’ with a
‘Christmas Concert’. In the early shows and concerts Jim worked closely with William
West his long-standing friend from schooldays and subsequently a colleague. In
recent years he formed a very successful partnership with Brenda O’Somachain,
Emma Barr and David Keown ensuring that the musical tradition of Foyle continued
to flourish.
In 1990 Jim joined the Senior Management Team and was appointed Senior
Teacher with special responsibilities for the welfare and discipline of Junior Boys and
to support Mrs.Wilson, the Head of Junior School. The experience he gained during
that time proved to be invaluable when he was appointed Head of Middle School in
1997 and took over the responsibility for the academic and pastoral development of
Year 11 & 12 pupils.
Throughout his teaching career Jim consistently applied the best of teaching
practices, keeping apace with developments in skills and knowledge. He took great
satisfaction in seeing pupils develop and progress and this remained a source of
inspiration and motivation to him throughout his career.
I have been a close colleague of Jim’s in the Science Department and on Senior
Management. I value his friendship and support over the years and will miss his

humour and common sense approach to all issues associated with school. I wish
him a long and healthy retirement.
Pat Carson

Retirement
Brian McCay - MSc, BA (Hons), Adv. Dip Ed Man, Dip Ed, Dip RSA
Brian joined the staff of Foyle and Londonderry College in 1977 shortly after the amalgamation of
Foyle College with the Londonderry High School to teach Latin and Classical Greek. During the early
years he involved himself in the life of the school, coaching the U-14 Rugby XV and then Medallion
Rugby. He escorted two Foyle students on a Foreign Exchange visit to Poland in 1981 to teach
English at a summer camp near Krakow. He returned the following year to Poland as the Team Coordinator for all the UK teachers and students attending the exchange summer camp. He later
assisted Mr Lynn on many a school trip to the Continent, visiting Holland, the Rhineland, the South of
France, the French Alps and Greece.
Other extra-curricular activities included assisting Mr Goodman in four school musicals, Annie Get
Your Gun, Guys and Dolls, the Mikado and the Boy Friend, directing a number of Form Three plays,
running the Foyle Cross Country Club, kitting out for staff rugby, soccer and cricket teams , assisting
in fund raising activities such as ‘It’s a Knock-out’ and the Christmas Fairs. Because of his
involvement in a wide range of activities the then Headmaster, Mr Gillespie, encouraged Brian’s input
into the establishment of a program of study for Personal and Social Education. He became one of
the first of the Heads of Year appointed in Foyle, with responsibility for delivering this program.
Brian became Teacher in Charge of the Classics Department in the eighties but with the gradual
demise in the numbers taking Greek, then Latin he re-trained in Business Information Systems and
Information Technology. This development saw him enter a new phase in his teaching career. During
the eighties and nineties he taught ICT and Business Studies, becoming ICT Co-ordinator for Key
Stage 3. He was a key member of the team which oversaw the introduction and implementation of
Business Studies GNVQ, taking on the role of ICT Co-ordinator for GNVQ. This evolved into the post
of Study Skills Co-ordinator for the whole school and the setting up of the first Homework Club in the
Junior School. This new post complemented Brian’s existing role as Teacher Librarian. As Teacher
Librarian he was instrumental in the computerisation of the Library, changing the Library from a book
repository into a multi-media resource study centre.
In 2001 Brian was seconded for two years to the Curriculum Advisory and Support Service for the
Western Education and Library Service, facilitating the introduction and implementation of Classroom
2000 (C2K), as well as providing ICT support, guidance, advice and resources to Principals, ICT Coordinators, teachers and school librarians throughout the whole Western Board. The secondment was
extended for a further two years, with Brian returning to Foyle in 2005 to continue teaching ICT and to
take up again his posts as Study Skills Co-ordinator and School Librarian.
After a wide and varied teaching career Brian has now embarked on a well earned retirement. We
would like to thank him most heartily for his services to the school and wish him a long and healthy
retirement with his wife Cathy, who has also retired from teaching. We wish them long, relaxing hours
on the beach or on the golf course.

Graduations - 2011
University of Ulster
Tara

Browne

2nd Class Hons
Lower Division

BSc Hons Nursing
Adult

MG

Aaron

Buick

3rd Class Honours

BSc Hons Marine
Science

CE

Rachael

Dinsmore

1st Class Honours

BSc Hons Crimn &
Crim Justice

JN

Gary

Godfrey

3rd Class Honours

BSc Hons Marine
Science

CE

Robbyn

Gray

2nd Class Hons
Lower Division

BSc Hons Bus
Fin&Investment

CE

Graham

Hamilton

1st Class Honours

BSc Hons
Pharmacology

CE

Megan

Kirkwood

2nd Class Hons
Upper Division

BSc Hons Soc Pol w
Mangt Std

MG

Marie-Claire Logue

2nd Class Hons
Upper Division

LLB Hons Law with
French

MG

Jonathan

Lyons

1st Class Honours

LLB Hons Law w
Account.

MG

William

McCleery

1st Class Honours

LLB Hons Law w
Account.

MG

Jenni

Reid

2nd Class Hons
Lower Division

BA Hons English

CE

Natasha

Rutherford

2nd Class Hons
Lower Division

LLB Hons Law with
Inter Pol

MG

Rachel

Sinton

2nd Class Hons
Lower Division

BSc Hons Commun w
JN
Pub Rel

Queen’s University Belfast
James

Boyd

1st Class Hons

B.Sc Architecture

James

Dickey

2nd Class Hons
Upper Division

B.Sc Accounting

Danielle

Doherty

2nd Class Hons
Upper Division

B.Sc Geography

Andrew

Faulkner

2nd Class Hons
Upper Division

B.Sc Business
Management

Melita

Hampsey

2nd Class Hons
Upper Division

B.Sc Business
Economics

Lisa

McCreery

2nd Class Hons
Upper Division

B.Sc Psychology

Paula

McNeely

2nd Class Hons
Upper Division

LLB Law

Steven

Norris

2nd Class Hons
Upper Division

B.Sc Economics

Joanne

Olphert

2nd Class Hons
Upper Division

B.A. Criminology

University of Edinburgh
Catherine

Cullen

M.Sc

Geology

Gillian

McCay

Ph.D

Geology

Newcastle University
Holly

Anderson

B.A. Hons

Spanish and Business
Studies

Claire

Fleming

B.A. Hons

Geography

Stafford

Moran

B.A. Hons

Business Accounting &
Finance

Iman

Qureshi

MB BS Hons

Medicine and Surgery

Herriot – Watt University
Peter

Coyle

M.A

Mathematics

University of East Anglia
Leah

Totton

Bachelor of Medicine & Bachelor of Surgery
with Distinction

University College, Dublin
Ruairi

Moore

B.Sc Hons

NB. Very few universities send us details of our graduate pupils. We rely on the
graduates or their parents to send us this information. Please keep us informed of
your achievements.

TERTIARY EDUCATION, COMMERCE,
INDUSTRY AND THE PROFESSIONS
Pupils are proceeding to Degree Courses as follows:
Cambridge University – Corpus Christi College
Stephen Hogg
Birmingham University
Susannah Dickey
Bristol University of the West of England
Arneil Long
University of Dundee
Fergus McClean, Niamh McGowan
University of Derby
Rebecca Young
University of Edinburgh
Caroline Chestnutt, Thomas Jackson
Edinburgh Napier University
Amy Smyth
University of Glasgow
Scott Frazer, Hannah McAllister, Eleanor Perry
University of Cumbria
Andrew Clarke, Lydia Love
University of East Anglia
Kenneth Young
Herriot Watt University
Anne Miller
University of Huddersfield
Noel Bradley
Kings College – London
Nuala Shiels-McNamee
University of Leeds
Rachel Hogg

University of Liverpool
Aman Muttu, Zoe Patterson

Liverpool Hope University
Jordan Hughes, Annette McGavigan
Liverpool John Moores University
Rebecca Doherty
University of Manchester
Andrew Pollock
Manchester Metropolitan
Cian McAuley
University of Newcastle Upon Tyne
Katie Brown
University of Northampton
Jordan McClelland
University of Northumbria
Andrew Farrell, Catherine O’Neill, Mark O’Neill, Hannah Patton
Queen’s University Belfast
Amber Alford, Amy Beggs, Angela Chi, Ciara Cooley, David Dickson,
Matthew Doak, Holly Donaghey, Matthew Gillespie, Sarah Hamilton,
Declan Hayes, Rebecca Long, Ben Magee, Catherine McFadden, Jordan McClay,
Lee McClements, Matthew Clung, Lindsay McCorkell, Laura McFaul, Bobby Nagra,
Rebecca O’Reilly, Matthew Peilow, Andrew Snodgrass, Colin White
Royal Hollaway University College - London
Victoria Rowney
University of Salford
Darren Brown
Stranmillis College
David Crothers, Rachel McElhatton
University of Teeside
Michael Lyons
University of Ulster
Laura Bankhead, Emma Bell, Natalie Boreland, Tom Burns, David Connolly,
Thomas Dacosta, Katie Dobson, Christopher Doherty, Jamie Garfield,
Caroline Gilliland, Annabel Graham, Suzanne Hamilton, Corey Hanna,
Amanda Jackson, Shannen Jefferson, Holly Johnstone, Rachel Kane,
Letitia Magee, Naomi McGinley, Catherine McCafferty, Ruth McCarter,
Jason Nurse, Emma Reilly, Grace Uitterdijk, Thomas Wray

University of York
Sigourney Barrow, Jane Doherty

College of Agriculture, Food and Rural Enterprise
Jill Nutt, Louise Parkhill, Ian Vance

Scottish Agricultural College
George Cole

North West Regional College
Brad Chambers, Rebecca Caldwell, Naomi Campbell, Joseph Doherty,
Owen McGinley, Jerome Reynolds, Reise Tyler

University – Destination Pending
Karen Dalzell
Gap Year
Ellen Giff, Hamza Kar, Laura McFaul

Employment
Christopher Beattie, Rochella Brown, Christopher Campbell, Brent Chambers,
David Chambers, Liam Irvine, Stephen Kane, Graeme McCarter, Ciara McLaughlin,
Peter McMichael, Claire Ramsey, Andrew Robinson, Tabea Weyrauch

Announcements
BIRTHS
January 20th 2011 – to Matt and Victoria Edwards (née Young) a son, Isaac Samuel.
April 16th 2011 – to Stuart and Gillian Tanfield (née Smallwoods) a son, Matthew
Stuart, a brother for Charlotte.
October 2011 – to Simon and Valerie Mowbray, a son, Harry Ernest, a brother for
Erin.
MARRIAGES
February 19th 2011, Alison Wilson to Aaron Minnis
May 2011, Susan McCaul to David Thomas
August 2011, Carolyn Storey to Peter Smith
December 27th 2011, Jill Haslett to Mark Laughlin
December 29th 2011, Laura Kenwell to Michael Wright

Obituaries
Professor James (Jim) Moorehead Allen
Jim Allen, the son of Malcolm J Allen of the RUC House, Claudy was born on 25th
November 1951. He entered Foyle College on 2nd September 1963, proceeding to
Queen’s University from where he graduated in Biomedical Sciences. In 1977 he
was appointed as the Lecturer in Physiology and Biochemistry at the then Ulster
Polytechnic. His distinguished career in Biosciences at the University of Ulster would
later culminate in his return to Derry to lead the Magee Campus through a decade of
considerable growth.
In 1989 he became the first Director of the Biomedical sciences Research Centre at
the University of Ulster and in 1993 he was made Head of the Biotherapeutics
Research Group. Appointed to a personal chair in 1995 and Head of the Faculty of
Science Research Graduate School, he became Dean of the Faculty of Social and
Health Sciences and Education in 1997. In 2000 he was made Pro Vice Chancellor
for student support and the Provost of the Magee Campus. Continuing as Provost,
his role as Pro Vice Chancellor widened to include other portfolios until his retirement
on the grounds of ill health early in 2011.
Jim served on the Ulster Sports Academy Management Board and oversaw the
construction of the High Performance Centre at Jordanstown. He was chairman of
the Sports Institute N I, and a member of the Olympics N I Task Force. The
representative of the University on many bodies including the Derry Investment
Initiative and the Londonderry Chamber of Commerce, he also served on the Board
of Governors of our school.
Professor Allen died on 1st October 2011 in a Bristol hospital. His funeral service
was held in Ebrington Presbyterian Church on 17th October and followed by
cremation at Roselawn Crematorium. He is survived by his wife Anne, his daughter
Jenni and his sons Owen and Morgan.

John Kenneth Henry Armstrong, BA
Ken Armstrong, son of AEA Armstrong was born on 28th November 1927, and the
family lived at 5 Westland Avenue, Londonderry. When he was 6 years old and a
pupil at Christ Church Primary School, his father died. He entered Foyle College on
4th September 1940, and became a keen rugby player being on the first XV in
1944/45, the year in which he was also a Prefect. In June 1945 and accepting the
advice of Major T R Taylor, the Principal of Christ Church Primary School, he
entered Stranmillis College to train as a teacher. In 1951 he also graduated with a
BA at Trinity College, Dublin. He returned to teach at Christ Church Primary School
and later succeeded Major Taylor as the Principal. At the height of the ‘troubles’ and
with declining pupil numbers, the school amalgamated with the Model Primary
School, and Ken then transferred to Strathfoyle Primary School.
Brought up in Christ Church, he was a member of the Youth Guild and was active in
the Church Tennis Club and the Drama Group. For some time he was the organist of
the Church and at St Peter’s Church on Culmore Road. On moving to live in
Eglinton he became the organist of St Canice’s Parish Church, and in his latter years
he played the organ in Christ Church, Limavady, and was the honorary secretary of
the Roe Valley Choir.
Ken Armstrong died on 2nd October 2011. He was predeceased by his wife Kathleen
and leaves two sons, two daughters, eight grandchildren and a great-grandson. His
brother James Adrian Douglas Armstrong was also a pupil at Foyle College.

William David Buchanan, MBE
David Buchanan was born on 4th December 1926, the son of J J Buchanan CBE JP
and Jenny Buchanan. The family lived at Knysna, Caw, and David attended Miss
Colhoun’s preparatory school before entering Foyle College on 7th October 1935.
When he left in June 1941 it was to attend Campbell College which had at that time
been evacuated to Portrush. He then entered the family bacon curing business,
Buchanan Brothers in Foyle Street. In 1958 he married Dawn Walker MA from
Londonderry. In 1962 he established an abattoir in Foyle Street, which also served a
neighbouring curing company. Later the two firms joined along with a London
importing company. In 1976 it closed and was later sold to facilitate the
redevelopment of the City. David then moved to County Donegal where he
developed a substantial modern pig farm which he sold ten years later on retiring to
live in Coleraine.
In his retirement he remained active, initially in the USPCA and later in the North
Coast Members Association of the National Trust. As the secretary and organiser of
the annual three day coach trips, he would take the members to visit the historic
properties in parts of Scotland, the north of England, Ireland, and his last one
involved a pioneering visit to Wales. These were uniquely successful events and
latterly two coaches were needed to accommodate the demand. For this work and
for voluntary services to the environment, he was awarded a MBE in 2010. Later that
year he began to experience ill-health and could not continue with his charitable
activities. Since moving to Coleraine he was an active member of Terrace Row
Presbyterian Church.
David Buchanan died on 13th May 2011 and following his funeral service in Terrace
Row Church on 16th May, he was buried in the City Cemetery, Londonderry. David is
survived by his wife Dawn, and his sisters Betty Buchanan and Margaret Newman.

Winston Cousley Cummings, BA
Winston Cummings, the son of George and Sarah Cummings was born on 8th
October 1940, and the family lived at 7 Mount Street. He entered Foyle on 1st
September 1952 and became a prefect in 1957/8/9. As a member of the Dramatic
Society, his musical abilities and versatile talents were manifest in each Gilbert and
Sullivan Opera performed by the school between 1953 and 1957. In the December
1953 production of the Pirates of Penzance he was one of General Stanley’s
daughters Isabel, and was Master Julep in the Dumb Wife of Cheapside in
December 1957. In the December 1954 production of Ruddigore he sang in the
chorus of Villagers and Professional Bridesmaids, in the December 1955
performance of HMS Pinafore he was in the chorus of the Sailors and Marines, while
he sang in the chorus of the Gondoliers and Men-at-arms Heralds in the December
1956 production of the Gondoliers.
On leaving Foyle in June 1959 he became a student at Magee College and later
Trinity College Dublin where he graduated with a BA in classics. Shortly afterwards
he became ill with a chronic and relapsing condition which greatly affected the rest of
his adult life.
Winston died on 29th April 2011, and after his funeral service on 5th May, he was
buried in Altnagelvin Cemetery. He is survived by his sisters Helen, Isobel and Pearl,
and his brothers Sydney, Robert, Norman, Albert, Gordon and Kenneth. Gordon is a
former pupil of Foyle College.

Robert William (Billy) Elder
Billy Elder, the son of David and Ivy Elder was born on 12 March 1937, and the
family lived at 14 Bond’s Hill, Waterside. On entering Foyle on 1st September 1948
he excelled at sport and was a member of the 1st XV in 1952/53/54, and the 1st XI in
1953/4. He proceeded to Stranmillis College and Queen’s University where he
played with Queen’s Freshers and later with Kings Scholars and the City of Derry
RFC. He also played cricket with the Brigade Cricket Club. He taught briefly in
Greerstown Primary School before emigrating to Canada in 1957. Now known as
‘Bob’ he enjoyed a long and successful career in the glass industry and before his
retirement in 2002 he held a number of Executive positions.
Bob Elder continued his sporting activities for several years until an injury ended his
rugby playing career. Continuing to play cricket with distinction, he remained active
in the administration of rugby and soon joined the National Board. He was invited to
help with the organisation of the Canadian Rugby Team’s tour of Wales in 1971 and
was manager of the Canadian team against Wales in 1973. He was the Director of
Finance for two years and later was the President of the Canadian Rugby Union, a
post which he held for 4 years. During his presidency he laid the groundwork for the
Can-Am series (annual matches between the USA and Canada), and later organised
and was Chairman of the 4th Asian & Pacific Congress of Rugby Countries held in
Vancouver in 1983. This meeting was catalytic in extended activities of the
International Rugby Board (IRB) and the creation of the Rugby World Cup which was
first held in 1987. In 1977 he was awarded the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Medal, and in
1985 he became the first honorary member of the Ottawa Irish Rugby Club. In 1992
he was honoured with the 125th Anniversary of Confederation of Canada Medal, in
2004 he was inducted into the Ontario Rugby Union Hall of Fame, and in 2006 he
was the first inductee into the Ottawa Irish Rugby Club’s Hall of Fame.
Bob Elder never lost his interest in the City of Derry Rugby Football Club, and his
last visit to the club was in November 2006 when he came with his brother to Ireland
to see the Canada U21s playing the Irish Colleges’ teams.
Bob had lifelong friendships with other Old Foyle boys who had moved to Toronto
including Ron Irwin and the late Archie Edwards. He died in Toronto on 21st March
2011 after a chronic illness. In accordance with his wishes there was no funeral, but
two parties were held to celebrate his life, one on 25th March in Toronto and the
second in Ottawa on 9th April.
Bob Elder is survived by his wife Jeane and his sons, David and Kevin. His brother
David is an Old Foyle boy and his sisters Christine and Iris were pupils at the
Londonderry High School.

Dr Shaun Francis Gillespie MB Bch BAO FRCPsych
Shaun was born in Lisburn on 27th September 1964, the second son of Hugh and
Valerie Gillespie, and spent his early years there. With the move to Londonderry in
1973, Shaun and his brothers Stephen and David entered the Prep Department. He
proceeded to the Senior school maintaining an excellent scholastic record and was
the Deputy Head Boy in 1982-83. He also played a full part in sports and in the life of
the school. In both rugby and cricket he represented the school at all levels and Mr
McCarter remembers him as a strong running centre and wing while Mr Magowan
stated he was a better cricketer than he realised. As a talented musician he played
the ‘cello, clarinet and piano, and completed grade 8 exams in the last two. He was a
member of the orchestra, the Western Area Youth orchestra, and sang in the school
choir. Taking part in several operatic productions, his dramatic performance as ‘Sir
Roderick’ was considered the highlight of the production.
Shaun was a member of the school Scout Troop, was involved in the Duke of
Edinburgh’s Scheme, he completed the Mourne Wall walk and was awarded an
Outward Bound scholarship to Loch Eil. The many hobbies he developed during his
time at Foyle included fishing, fly-tying, metal-detecting, photography, stampcollecting, cycling, golf, and meteorology. With his father he devised a makeshift
weather station, and Shaun took daily readings and would chart and graph his
results annually. All these interests continued in adult life with the addition of
gardening which he found enabled him to relax.
He proceeded to study medicine at Queen’s University, graduating in 1988. After a
period studying Obstetrics, he switched to Psychiatry. Having completed his
specialist training, in 2000 he was appointed a consultant psychiatrist with the
Derbyshire NHS Foundation Trust. In 1990 he married Dr Pamela Douglas a fellow
trainee in psychiatry and a talented musician. His sons James and Simon were born
in 1994 and 1998 respectively and his family became the centre of his life.
As a caring, compassionate and gentle doctor Shaun derived his greatest
satisfaction from his work with individual patients and he was also involved in postgraduate teaching. As the living embodiment of the Hippocratic oath, the esteem by
which he was held by his colleagues was recognised when he was elected to a
fellowship by the Royal College of Psychiatrists in 2009.
Sean died suddenly in Derbyshire on 24th November 2011. He is survived by
Pamela, his sons James and Simon, his parents Hugh and Valerie and his brothers
Stephen and David.

Stanley Joseph Hamilton, BA
Stanley Hamilton son of Thomas and Margaret Hamilton was born on 18th January
1951, and the family lived at 1 Abercorn Road. He entered Foyle on 3rd September
1962 and when he left in 1969, he joined the civil service. Later he studied
education, drama and literature at the University of Ulster and graduated in 1979.
He then went to England and after living in Norfolk he moved to London where his
artistic and cultural interests were manifest in the world of dance, the theatre and in
some public performances. He also worked with the elderly and the disabled. For 25
years he lived in a civil partnership in Islington with the eminent neurologist,
Professor Ian McDonald. At home they gave dinner and garden parties and also
indulged their love of travel. Ian died a number of years ago and Stanley continued
to travel when able. His contemporaries at school would probably remember a
relatively quiet, home loving boy and could be surprised to learn that he had travelled
extensively in Australia and New Zealand, Europe and South America.
In recent years he required chemotherapy and surgery for a terminal illness which
eventually caused his death on 27th October 2011. Many friends from Northern
Ireland, England and Australia attended his funeral service in St James’ Church,
Islington, and which closed with a moving rendition of ‘The Londonderry Air’.
His brother, Frederick Thomas Hamilton was a pupil at Foyle, and his sisters Helena
and Daphne attended the Londonderry High School.

Evelyn Ann Tinsley (née McNutt)
19th January 1938 – 9th January 2011
Evelyn was born in Londonderry, the second daughter of George and Edith McNutt
of Ballymoney, Burt, Co. Donegal. She and her sister Lorna attended Carrowan
National School, just a quarter of a mile from her parents’ farm.
Tragedy struck in 1943 when she and her sister were taken ill with diphtheria. Lorna
did not survive the illness so Evelyn was left an only child.
She attended Londonderry High School as a boarder and remained there to pass her
Senior exams. It was during those years that she made many lifelong friends.
It was whilst working at the Northern Bank that she met her future husband, Roland.
They married in 1967 and set up home in Banbridge.
In 1975 they moved to Belfast. There she soon became a very active member of the
Belfast branch of the Old Girls and served as secretary for many years.
Evelyn had three children – Lorna, Paul and Ross. Tragedy struck the family again
when her son Paul was taken ill and died of leukaemia at the age of six.
Apart from the Old Girls, Evelyn was an active member of her church, the Ski club
and the Ladies Circle. She also went to bridge classes and became a keen player
with friends and neighbours. She also played at some of the bridge clubs.
Evelyn suffered a heart attack on New Year’s Day 2006 from which she made a
good recovery. When she was later diagnosed with cancer Evelyn’s spirit remained
undaunted and we continued to enjoy her company on the Belfast Committee. Sadly
she passed away in January 2011. Evelyn is hugely missed by her many friends but
most of all by Roland and family to whom we send our warmest thoughts.

We also regret the loss of
Miss Dolly Logan, 8th April 2011 at Altnagelvin Hospital, Londonderry, in her 94th
year.
Geraldine Burnside (née Allen), July 2011 in Londonderry.

Notes and News

Rev Stella Campbell has been ordained into the ministry of the Church of Scotland,
Skene Parish, Aberdeenshire.
Derek Curtis is President of Dunfanaghy Golf Club for 2012.
Simon Mowbray has been appointed Vice Principal of Castlederg High School.
Heather McGee is the current President of Londonderry Junior Chamber.
Billy Platt – £2000 proceeds from the sale of his book, History of Coleraine Cricket
Club 1853-2010, has been donated to Sands (NI) – Stillbirth and neonatal death
charity.
Laura Taylor has set up a business selling handmade beaded jewellery with semiprecious crystals and Swarovski crystals. Her jewellery can be viewed and
purchased online at www.crystalaurajewellery.com. Jewellery can also be made to
customer specifications. For further information please check the website.
Tabea Weyrauch was crowned winner of RTE’s The Model Scouts competition in
December 2010 and has since been signed to international model agency IMG.

Reunions
DATE FOR YOUR DIARY – REUNION FOR THE CLASS OF ‘82
An invitation to all those who started Foyle College or Londonderry High School in
1975.
Maybe it hasn’t crossed your mind but this year 2012 marks the 30th anniversary
since the class of ‘75 officially left school! How could you let this moment pass
without celebrating it with your old schoolmates (if you can remember who they are)?
We are having an informal reunion on Saturday 16th of June in the White Horse Inn
at Campsie, with a buffet supper and a seventies and eighties disco. Rod Stewart’s
‘Sailing’ was Number One when we started and Adam Ant’s ‘Goody Two Shoes’
eased us out – we lived through Glam Rock to New Romance as we headed into
the decade that taste forgot.
We have planned some optional activities on the Saturday afternoon – a City Tour,
walk across the Peace Bridge, tour of the Duncreggan campus for those who wish to
make a day of it but the programme is flexible as yet. Rooms have been reserved at
the White Horse for that weekend.
That gives us all five months to lose half a stone, get Botox or invent a successful
career! Don’t be indifferent – please come along and have some craic with old
friends on the evening. We are a unique year group for being the last to experience
life in both Foyle College and Londonderry High school before the amalgamation in
1976 and it would be fitting to celebrate such a special heritage with past pupils and
staff alike.
Please contact ANY of the following people if you are interested in attending (or have
the contact details for others who may be interested) so that we can build up a list of
contacts easily accessible to all those who wish to go?
Hoping you’ll make time to come along,
Susan McCaul
Mandy Ross
Carol Simpson
Steven Lindsay
Anne Hamilton
Moore Hamilton

velvetear@googlemail.com
manderinj.ross@googlemail.com
carolesimpson64@hotmail.co.uk
slindsay@msca.co.uk
annehamilton22@btinternet.com
moorehamilton@btinternet.com

50th BIRTHDAY REUNION

CLASS OF 81

A reunion will be held in City of Derry Rugby Club during March/April 2013.
(Exact date to be confirmed)
Come along and celebrate that important birthday with school friends.
For further details contact Cathy Arthur née Mowbray on cathyearthur@hotmail.com

Londonderry High School
Old Girls’ Association
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President's Report
Approaching the end of my Presidential year gives me time to reflect on a very
busy and rewarding experience. Although the organisation is going through a time of
change I know that friendships nurtured at school will always remain.
The London Reunion held in April was extremely well organised by Kanchu and
Molly. Olivia Nutt accompanied me. We enjoyed meeting up with the girls on Friday
evening and then the delicious lunch in the Crown Plaza on Saturday. I
was privileged to be there especially on their 55th anniversary year.
Unfortunately I was unable to attend the Coleraine Buffet Supper in May but was
informed it was a very enjoyable evening.
Afternoon Tea with the Belfast Branch in the Dunadry Inn allowed the usual
indulgence of cream cakes and buns and a lively reflection of former schoolday
adventures.
I was honoured to represent the organisation at the School Prizegiving along with
fellow guests, Stan Huey from the Old Boys ,the Mayor, Mr Devenney, and Alderman
William Hay. It was gratifying to see that the school continues to maintain a high
level of academic success.
The Belfast Lunch was well supported having changed venue this year to the
Fitzwilliam Hotel in Belfast. The views over Belfast from the function room at the top
of the building were spectacular and added to the occasion.
The school musical 'We Will Rock You' was a resounding success and was
obviously enjoyed by both the cast and the audience - a really uplifting experience.
In December I joined Coleraine Branch for their AGM and Christmas get together.
Although it was a very stormy cold evening it was worth the journey for the fun,
fellowship and unique recipes!!
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the branches for their kind
welcome and hospitality and to Joy and her committee for their continuing
support and commitment to the organisation and the school.
Pamela Jackson (née Nutt)

President-Elect’s Profile
Kanchan McAllister (née Chada)
L.H.S 1960-1968

First of all I must say what an honour it is to be your President-Elect from the London
branch.
Thinking back on my great days at L.H.S., I could never have dreamt in a million
years that I would be writing this as next year’s President.
I attended the Model Primary school where I passed my ‘11-plus’ and continued my
education at L.H.S. from 1960 to mid-1962 and then again from 1963-1968. I was in
class J1M for a year before my family returned to India because of my mother’s illhealth. In India I was at school in Dehra Dun, a city at the foot hills of the Himalayas,
first at a public grammar school and then at a convent. Dehra Dun was well known
as a base for retired British army personnel because of its idyllic weather conditions a haven from the scorching eastern sun.
I returned to L.H.S. after 18 months absence.
I was the proud owner of a navy blue and green striped Northland’s tie and later, a
prefect’s badge in my upper sixth year. It was hard work making up my lost
academic years at school but I eventually passed my GCSEs and gained entry into
Queens University Medical School in 1968. I did a basic medical degree and
specialised in Anaesthetics. I worked in hospitals in Belfast and Coleraine before
eventually moving to England in 1982. I have been in Portsmouth since 1987 and
took early retirement through ill-health in 1998.
At home I live with two males, my husband Ronald and a thirteen year old blue
Burmese pussycat called Teddybear, who incidentally rules the roost.

I enjoy life playing Bridge, dabbling in Digital Photography, accompanying Ronald on
classic car rallies and travelling.
I am also involved with a girls’ charity school in an Indian village where my father
was born. My mother supported this school during her lifetime and I have continued
the tradition. It is still run by my family (Chada) in India.
I joined the LHSOGA in 2000 and have been the London branch’s secretary for the
past five years. The London branch celebrated its 55th birthday in April 2011. This
was a memorable celebration, the highlight being Lucie Seaward (née Johnston and
91 years young) cutting our birthday cake. Lucie ran the London branch singlehanded for 20 years and was the only President to run for two consecutive years
from 1979-1981.
I look forward to being the LHSOGA’s 68th and the London branch’s 10th President in
2012-2013. My Presidential year spans two milestones for two cities, the London
Olympics in 2012 and Londonderry, City of Culture in 2013. Londonderry will also
welcome the London 2012 Olympic Torch relay with a large scale evening event at
St.Columb’s Park on 4th June 2012.
What exciting days lie ahead for the ‘Maiden City.’
My good wishes go out to you all.
Dr Kanchan McAllister

Letter from Chairperson
It has been an eventful year with plans to amalgamate with the Old Boys and our
contribution to the Foyle book.
Pamela Jackson has been a sensitive and caring President. A wonderful example to
follow.
I was co-opted to chair the committee and now step down with happy memories of
people and events. My only sadness was that we did not have our planned farewell
to Duncreggan. Isabel, as governor, is on the committee by invitation and I too will
come back if invited.
We support the present day school while remembering with affection our own days. I
am still available for nostalgic tours of Duncreggan.
Thanks go to our branches and especially to Mildred Deans and Malcolm McKay
who help in many ways. I wish the Association a very positive future and I am
grateful to the elected committee for their unfailing support.
Joy Coskery

Secretary’s Report
After a lovely lunch at the Beech Hill Country House Hotel on Saturday 20th March,
our A.G.M. took place. The following members were re-elected on to Committee: Joy
Coskery, Hester Craig, Barbara Fowler, Elaine Marshall, Jennifer McClintock, Fiona
Rankin, Joy Tennis and Averil Watt.
At the first committee meeting in September Joy explained that, owing to family
commitments, Elaine had been forced to resign from committee. Hester agreed to
carry out the secretary’s duties until a replacement could be elected. We sent a card
and voucher to Elaine in appreciation of all her work on committee over the past few
years. Recently we were pleased to welcome Caroline Lynch as a new committee
member. Caroline is a teacher at Foyle and Londonderry College and this can only
add to her impact on committee.
We had five meetings in total this year. This includes two meetings with the ‘Old
Boys.’
Our Chairperson, Joy Coskery, brought warm wishes and greeting from Londonderry
to the Belfast lunch and to the Coleraine and District Buffet Supper. Unfortunately 15
‘Old Girls,’ including Joy, were grounded by the volcanic ash cloud and were unable
to attend the London Reunion in April.
Our main social event organised with the ‘old boys’ was a wine and cheese evening
at City of Derry Golf Club, Prehen. Many old friendships were renewed and we
enjoyed a great night’s craic. The stunning views over the Foyle added to our
enjoyment and the staff at the Golf Club made us feel very welcome.
I hope that you have all received your copy of the Former Pupils’ Association
magazine. The magazine provides a vital connection with the school, especially for
those who have moved away from Northern Ireland. Our thanks go to our Editor, Joy
Tennis and to Laura Taylor for her contribution in typing articles for the magazine.
Articles for the 2012 magazine would be most welcome!
Averil has organised a well-stocked Memorabilia Table today and will be happy to
help you with your purchases.
I am very sorry to have missed today’s lunch and A.G.M. My thanks go to Averil for
reading this report and to Joy Coskery for all her help throughout the year. I hope
you all enjoy your day.
Hester Craig

Spring Luncheon and A.G.M.
19th March 2011
The Annual Lunch, Reunion and A.G.M. was held in the Beech Hill Country House
Hotel at 1pm on Saturday 19th March 2011.
The Chairperson, Mrs Joy Coskery, welcomed everyone. Guests included Mr Jack
Magill, the Head Girl and one of her Deputies.
The Loyal Toast was proposed by the President, Mrs Ruth Hamilton who, in her
speech, spoke of her year as President.
The Lunch was followed by the A.G.M.
A.G.M.
The minutes of the 2010 AGM were read, followed by the Secretary’s and
Treasurer’s reports. The adoption of the reports was proposed by Elma Lynn and
seconded by Ann Watson.
It was noted that Caroline Lynch was co-opted to the committee during the year.
It was proposed that Isabel McNally, as one of the Old Girls’ representatives on the
Board of Governors, should sit on the committee, and this was agreed. A proposal
was put forward that the Chair from each of the branches should be able to attend
committee meetings of the Parent branch. This was also agreed.
A discussion followed about the change of the school name and, although some
members were not in agreement, it was pointed out that this decision was not in our
remit, but that of the Board of Governors.
Questions were asked about the donation of £10,000 to the school from the Old
Girls’ Association and it was pointed out that in the case of the new school not being
built, the money will remain in the Development fund for the present school. The
money is to be used towards an archive room for the OGA.
Joy spoke about the book being published to celebrate the 400th anniversary of the
founding of the college and mentioned the chapters relating specifically to the
education of women.
The new President, Pamela Jackson, was invested with the chain of office by the
outgoing President, Ruth Hamilton.
Joy Coskery brought the meeting to a close by expressing her thanks to the
committee and to Beech Hill Country House Hotel for a splendid lunch. Everyone
was thanked for attending.
The Old Girls would also like to express their thanks to Malcolm McKay and Mildred
Deans for their help throughout the year.

We would welcome any Old Girls who wish to visit the school and would be happy to
show them around Duncreggan.
Averil Watt

Treasurer’s Report
Madame President, Madame Chairperson, Mr Magill, Old Girls and guests, I would
like to present the Treasurer’s Report. The report covers the period 1 March 2010 to
28 February 2011.


Subscription income continues to remain low at £370 – with just 6 life members,
3 student members and 1 upgrade from student to life member.



The reunion lunch incurred a small loss of £8 this year.



Memorabilia sales were also down from £464.50 last year to only £189.62.



The present financial climate has had an impact on those wishing to advertise in
the magazine and subsequently there has been a reduction in revenue from
same. Printing costs have risen and this in turn has meant increased expenditure
to produce the magazine.



Postage, stationery and Branch expenses have also risen by over £50 this year.



Bank Fees remained static at £7 but interest is down at £50.88 because of our
reduced funds.



2 small donations were received amounting to £30. Claire McClintock was given
£100 towards her trip to Kenya.



We only hold 2 accounts now with Northern Bank and our present joint balance
is £2096.32 having made a donation of £10,000 to the Development Fund at last
year’s Reunion Lunch.



The surplus in the current account is due to £11,500 being transferred from the
Investment account and £10,000 going to the Development Fund.

Our thanks are due to Mr Robin Young for his continued support in examining our
financial records.

Barbara Fowler
Honorary Treasurer LHSOGA

LONDONDERRY HIGH SCHOOL OLD GIRLS' ASSOCIATION –
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED
28TH FEBRUARY 2011
INCOME

2010

2011

EXPENDITURE

2010

2011

Annual & student
25.00
subscriptions
Life memberships
300.00
Reunion lunch & other
1003.00
function income

30.00

Annual magazine costs 150.00

607.50

340.00

7.30

7.25

312.98

363.72

Sale of memorabilia

464.50

189.62

903.85

1167.65

Bank interest
Donations
Business Investment
Account

389.67
2065.00

1.90
30.00

Bank fees
Postage, stationery,
branch expenses
Reunion lunch and
AGM expenses
FLC development fund
Prize giving

11,500.00

FLC hockey team

250.00

Donations

100.00
3774.13 12246.12

4247.17

1159.50

13251.02

Surplus for year

2000.00 10000.00
150.00 0.00
0.00

473.04

Opening Balances
Northern Bank Current
227.47
Account
Northern Bank
12314.97
Investment Account

Closing Balances
Northern Bank Current
Account
Northern Bank
Investment Account

1004.90

1232.37
863.95

I confirm that the Income and Expenditure Account above is in accordance with the statements provided
Northern Bank
12314.97
Investment a/c 01/03/10
To current account
11500.00
Robin Young
Honorary Auditor

4 Daphne
Gardens
Londonderry

814.97
Int on account

48.98
Bal as at 28/02/11

863.95

Spring Luncheon
Photos courtesy of Lynn Young

LHSOGA President Pamela Jackson and Chairperson Joy Coskery with committee
Fiona Rankin, Jennifer McClintock, Averil Watt, Joy Tennis and Caroline Lynch
(absent from photo Hester Craig and Barbara Fowler)

Outgoing President Ruth Hamilton presents chain to Pamela Jackson

Guests pictured at the Annual Lunch

Elma, Elaine, Pamela, Valerie, and Joy

Joy and Ruth

Lynn, Elaine, and Pamela

Harriet, Averil, Elizabeth, and Isabel

Groups of other guests enjoying friendship at the Lunch

GREETINGS TO ALL FROM THE BELFAST BRANCH
At the beginning of the year our dear friend and committee member Evelyn Tinsley
(née McNutt) died. She was very committed to the Old Girls and made a special
effort to come to the lunch a few months before she died. A more detailed tribute to
Evelyn can be found elsewhere in the magazine.
On June 4th we held our afternoon tea at the Dunadry Hotel. The members of the
Belfast branch were delighted to have the presence of Old Girls from the
Londonderry and Coleraine branches. Formal invitations are not sent out for this
event but all Old Girls are welcome. If you wish to come, please contact me by
phone (90288766) or email (joan.milliken@hotmail.com). We always have the
afternoon tea on the first Saturday in June.
Our lunch was held on 1st October at the Fitzwilliam Hotel. Our President, Mrs
Pamela Jackson, told us of her life, which apart from 3 weeks, has been spent
entirely in Londonderry. She said how well the city was looking at the moment and
urged us to pay it a visit and especially to go and see the new Peace Bridge.
Amongst the diners was a group of ladies who have been attending the lunches
since the creation of the Old Girls’ Association. Seven of them have kept in touch
with each other since they were in kindergarten together in the early 1930’s. One of
the group, Betty Magee (née McLaughlin) was telling me of the time when she and
three of her friends were walking side by side along the street in school uniform
eating ice cream. Miss McIlroy found out about it and called them into her office
where she likened them to ‘Four troopers on leave for the Bank Holiday Weekend’.
The matter was serious enough to be mentioned by Miss McIlroy at assembly,
though thankfully she did not name the offenders.
The committee are delighted to welcome two new members. They are Phenella
Black (née Barret) and Elizabeth Briggs (née Houston).
We at the Belfast Branch send our greetings and good wishes to all Old Girls and
hope to renew our friendships in the year ahead.
Joan Milliken (née McCartney)
Chairperson

Betty Magee (née McLaughlin), Maureen Phillips (née Greer) and Nora Bain (née McLaughlin)

Joy McCartney (née Kelly), Kathleen Stewart (née Hatrick) and Margaret Garrett (née Hatrick).

Hazel Brown (née Piggot)

Greetings to all from the Coleraine Branch
In May the Coleraine Branch celebrated 50 years as a Branch. An Anniversary Buffet Meal was held
at the home of Rosaleen Ramsey. Gertrude Aiken (née Danton), a foundation member of the Branch,
cut the cake.Old Girls from Londonderry and Belfast were also with us on that evening.
In December we had our annual get together in the home of Phyllis Logan. We were pleased that our
President Pamela Jackson was able to be with us and we thank her for doing so.
A number of the Coleraine members attended the Londonderry Reunion in March, the London
Reunion in April, the Afternoon Tea in Dunadry in June, the Belfast Luncheon in October and the
Scottish Reunion in November. Those who attended enjoyed these events and as always it was great
to catch up with friends and Old Girls.
Lily Swinson (née Thompson) has agreed to be our President Elect and we as a branch thank her
most sincerely.
Best Wishes to all Old Girls for 2012.
Rosaleen Ramsey
Hon Secretary / Treasurer

Gertrude Aiken cutting the cake to celebrate 50 years of the Coleraine branch

London Branch 55th Birthday Luncheon
9thApril 2011
Having had (for the most part) a horrendous winter, we were able to bask in beautiful
spring sunshine leading up to and including (as usual) the day of our 55th birthday
luncheon on the Cromwell Road in London.
Theo Norman-Walker (née Heaney) and Sandra Reeves (née Black), bravely
manning the registration desk, welcomed 50 girls, with the absence of some due to ill
health and some others due to previous commitments; however we were delighted
that some of our more senior girls were present including Lorna Knox (née Clarke),
Helen Hilson (née Eaton), Norah Foss (née Kelly), Fay Browne (née Andrews) and,
of course, Lucie Seaward (née Johnston). Lucie was accompanied by her daughter
Linda and we were delighted to welcome them both to our celebration.
Molly Sutton (née Price-Owen), chair of the London Branch of the OGA, welcomed
everyone to the luncheon.
Marjorie Yates (née Sheppard) said Grace and remembered absent friends.
Just before lunch, Lucie cut our birthday cake (a family recipe baked by Ann Seaton)
during which she was surrounded by the OG “papparazzi” with their plethora of
cameras of all shapes, sizes and descriptions, asking for ‘just one more photo’. We
had our own professional photographer behind the lens in the form of Ruth Parker
who blitzed away with her impressive SLR digital camera. It gave us a great record
of our special day and we look forward to viewing the snapshots in our Branch Photo
album. It was such a shame Lyn Gill was unable to attend the luncheon as her
hand-made decorations for the cake drew plaudits from all. Following this, Theo
enchanted us with ‘Danny Boy’ (sung a capella) with the rest of the girls trying (?) to
match her clarity of pitch and diction, and many of us failing pretty dismally. We then
settled down to a commendable buffet lunch, and as always the Holiday Inn did us
proud.
Ruth Edwards (née Lelievre) proposed the Loyal Toast after lunch.
We were pleased that our President, Pamela Jackson (née Nutt) from the
Londonderry Branch was able to join us, given the failure of so many of the
Londonderry and other girls to attend the previous year due to the Icelandic volcanic
eruptions. Isn’t it amazing how we think we are so in control and then our ‘great
taskmaster’, every so often, reminds us of exactly who is in charge? Pamela brought
greetings from the other branches and presented an update on school activities. Ann
Seaton (née Oliver) and Ruth Parker (née White) were elected onto the London
committee.
Our secretary Kanchu McAllister (née Chada) is President Elect for 2011 – 2012
As a special birthday gesture on behalf of all the London girls, a miniature rose and
Easter cactus were presented to Lucie Seaward, Lorna Knox, Helen Hilson, Norah
Foss and Fay Browne in colourful ‘Happy Easter’ bags.
There followed some discussion, led by Theo, regarding the proposed re-branding of
the school. This was as much about the name change as the way in which it was
communicated to the wider body of the OGA. Ann Seaton was able to share some

input from two of the FALC governors’ meetings (with thanks to the Chair, Robin
Young, for allowing her to disclose them). There was response from the President
with regard to the fact that many of the OGA in Londonderry had also been unaware
of these proposals until they appeared in the local newspapers last September.
As is our wont, those girls who felt the need for some fresh air and a healthy dose of
vitamin D withdrew to the garden to take photographs and continued their
reminiscing over a glass of wine or two (left over from lunch because we wouldn’t
want to waste it).
Another beautiful day: full of fun and friendship; full of laughter and love. We look
forward to seeing as many girls as possible at our next reunion luncheon on 21st
April 2012 when we will welcome our own Kanchu as President.
Ann Seaton

President Pamela Jackson & Olivia Nutt

50th anniversary cake

Kanchu McAllister with Lucie Seward

Lucie Seward cutting her cake

Lucie Seward

Molly Sutton

The London Commitee

Theo Norman‐Walker singing 'Danny Boy'

Scottish Reunion

On Saturday 19th November, 2011 twelve Old Girls met in the Bruntsfield Hotel in
Edinburgh, where we enjoyed an excellent meal and had a wonderful time
reminiscing about school days and life in and around Londonderry.
We had Old Girls there who had attended the school over the period 1948 to 2003 representing each decade from the 40's to 2000 - amazing!
The numbers attending were down on previous years but hopefully there will be a
better attendance in 2012. The Scottish members have decided to hold the event in
Glasgow in 2012 hoping this may boost the numbers.
This is always a lovely evening so I would encourage other Old Girls living in
Scotland to attend.
Thanks to Bev Boon (née Crockett) for arranging the evening. If you are interested in
attending the 2012 Reunion (on Saturday 17th November) please contact Bev by email bevboon@hotmail.com. Bev would be so pleased to hear from you.
Rosaleen Ramsey (visiting from the Coleraine Branch)

From left to right.
Jacquelyn Imrie(nee Thompson ), Pauline Mackay(Thompson), Harriet Love(Brown ),
Joanne Love, Barbara Fletcher(Kennedy),Lesley Robertson(Nicholl),Yvonne Smyth (Hamilton),
Deidre Gevers (McClure),MaryThompson (Browne),Bev Boon(Crockett),
Elizabeth Crabbie(Anderson), Rosaleen Ramsey(McClements)

THE LONDONDERRY HIGH SCHOOL OLD GIRLS’ ASSOCIATION PRESIDENTIAL CHAIN UP TO 2011‐
2012

RUTH HAMILTON née Edmiston

2010‐2011

PAMELA JACKSON née Nutt

2011‐2012

ISABEL McNALLY née Mitchell

2007‐2008

PHYLLIS LOGAN née Gilmour

2009‐2010

MOLLY KENNEDY née Steele

2005‐2006

MOLLY SUTTON née Price‐Owen

2008‐2009

NORAH FOSS née Kelly

2004‐2005

ELMA McDEVITT née Graham

2006‐2007

JOAN MILLIKEN née McCartney

2002‐2003

THELMA ARTHUR née Morrison

2003‐2004

CAROL CORRIGAN née McCahon

2001‐2002

HELEN HILSON née Eaton

2000‐2001

JOY COSKERY née Heenan

1999‐2000

BETTY HAMILTON née Boyd

1998‐1999

ROSALEEN RAMSEY née McClements

1997‐1998

GEORGIE SIMPSON

1996‐1997

‘AS EVER IN MY GREAT TASKMASTER’S EYE’
‘AS EVER IN GOD’S OWN SIGHT’

The LHSOGA was first set up under the eager eye of Miss Mary French McIlroy
OBE. MA, the LHS headmistress from 1930-1962. The idea was put forward in
1934, but it did not have its official beginning until 1935. The publication of the first
Old Girls’ magazine followed in Easter 1935.
Miss M.F.McIroy was the President of the LHSOGA for the first ten years from 19351945, and then the Chairman of the Association from 1945-1954.
She was also president under her married name Madame Loullier in 1964.
There was no symbol of this high office until the 1970s when Mrs Rosie Gordon B.A.,
(née Kyle and President in 1947-1948 and the chairperson of the Londonderry
branch from 1954- 1971) sought permission from the Committee to gift a pendant
which would hang on a royal blue ribbon and would be worn by the President of the
Association.
A sub-committee was appointed to oversee the design and silver work to be carried
out on this pendant. Mrs. Jean McCandless (née Caldwell and President from 19831984) was appointed as Art teacher in LHS by Miss Margaret McKillip and was
chairperson of this sub-committee.
The silver work was entrusted to a Mr Christopher Toogood from Belfast.
Mrs. Pearlie Taggart (née Wilson and President from 1987-1988) thought that small
silver plaques with the Presidents’ names engraved on them, and replacing the blue
ribbon would greatly enhance the pendant/chain. Pearlie approached the Committee
and sought permission to carry out these changes.
The Headmaster, Mr. Hugh Gillespie, was conveniently an excellent silversmith and
he made the first four name plaques.
Pearlie made a gift of the reconstructed Chain of Office to the Association at the end
of her presidential year in 1988. One of the plaques was donated to Miss Adelaide
Park who was teacher /Vice Principal at LHS from 1930-1966, President from 19701971 and Chairperson from 1971-1976.
The remaining three donated plaques were for Pearlie Taggart, Jean McCandless
and Marion Berry (née Kincaid and President from 1978-1979).
It would seem, from the President’s photograph Gallery in the school Assembly Hall,
that Miss Mabel Colhoun was the first president to wear the original pendant in 1972.
There was an incident when the Presidential pendant was deemed to be lost around
1984 and caused great stress and anxiety amongst the Old Girls. Mrs McCandless
was asked to reproduce another pendant of the original design. Thankfully the
pendant was found in time.
For a while, after this incident, the pendant was not allowed to leave the school
premises because of insurance issues. In present times the insurance of the chain
is the responsibility of the President.
To date, although there have been 67 past presidents there are only 30 name
plaques on the chain.

The pendant is a replica of the LHS badge that Miss M.F. McIroy commissioned in
1956.
This LHS school badge was designed by H Ellis Tomlinson of Poulton-le-Fylde from
Lancashire.
An Argent on a cross, a triple –towered castle, the owl of Athene (representing
wisdom), and two books signifying learning (also indicating that LHS was formed
from the amalgamation of Victoria High School and St.Lurachs).
The livery colours of blue, black and white/silver and the Red Cross from the City
arms, thus signifying the location of the school.
The motto translated as ‘As ever in God’s own sight’, replaced the previous motto
from John Milton’s Sonnet VII –‘As Ever in My Great Taskmaster’s Eye’ in 1956.
Since then the majority of presidents provided their own plaque while each president
was responsible for engraving their name. A few made on-going repairs to the chain
at their own expense.
Mrs Norah Foss (née Kelly and President in 2004-2005) had the ribbon shortened
and the silver links strengthened. Mrs Isabel McNally CBE (née Mitchell and
President in 2007-2008) shortened the ribbon by doubling it in half and paid for the
names to be put in chronological order.
Over the years the chain had become too long and heavy to be worn around the
neck so Mrs. Ruth Hamilton (née Edmiston and President from 2010-2011) made the
most recent and advanced alterations when the ribbon was removed so that the
weight of the chain was borne on the shoulders.
The ribbon and its two silver attachment bars are kept separately in the chain case.
The present case for the chain was donated by the Eaton family in 2000, ‘In memory
of Edith Eaton by her family.’ Mrs Edith Eaton M.B.E (for her services to the British
Legion and née Thompson) was President from 1960-1961. Her husband Mr. J.C
Eaton joined the Board of Governors of L.H.S. in 1941 and promoted the academic
education of the girls in this city for twenty-eight years.
He was Chairman of the Board of Governors from 1958-1968.
Their daughter Mrs Helen Hilson (née Eaton) was the London branch President from
2000-2001.
It is remarkable that both mother and daughter were presidents of the Association,
forty years apart.

LHS PENDANT with MOTTO
‘AS EVER IN GOD’S OWN SIGHT’

LHSOGA SILVER LETTERING

THE CHAIN CASE

As quoted by Miss M.F. Mclroy OBE., MA in 1952 (Headmistress of LHS from 1930-1962):
“Independence in education is costly, it is to our Old Girls’ Association, our closest
friend and ally, that we naturally look for help, nothing matters more than education.”

Miss Margaret McKillip MA (Headmistress of Ladies Collegiate College and Victoria High
School):
‘I and my sisters have always cherished warmest thoughts of our old girls and have
taken pride in their various achievements.’

Phyllis Jocelyn, a founder member of the London branch:

"Long may the Association and the magazine continue to Flourish.”

INFORMATION MOST KINDLY PROVIDED BY MRS PEARLIE TAGGART, PAST PRESIDENTS AND FROM PAST OLD
GIRLS’ MAGAZINES.
PHOTOGRAPHS OF CHAIN TAKEN BY KANCHU McALLISTER IN 2008.

Kanchu McAllister (née Chada)

A Special Robe for a Special Day
In February our son, James Alexander Somerville McBain, joined his sister as being the seventh
generation of my husband’s family to be christened in the ‘Arbroath’ christening robe.
I first saw the robe when we used it a couple of years ago, for the christening of my daughter,
Elizabeth (Lily). The dress is embroidered whitework (white thread on a white fabric). It has a
beautifully embroidered bodice, tiny gathered sleeves, frills and ruffles. It has a very long, richly
gathered skirt, with a delicately stitched scalloped edge and the most stunning front panel. In most
cases, the front panels are embroidered with flowers and swirls. However, this dress also has a letter
J embroidered near the top and even more unusually; a picture of a wheeled boat has been
embroidered across the bottom. I thought that it was the most beautiful piece of embroidery I had ever
seen, so I was eager to try to research the history of the family and the dress.
Through my genealogical research, I believe that the dress was originally made for the Jamieson
family. Thomas Jamieson was a master mariner, who owned the ship ‘Euphemia’. In 1804 he married
Elizabeth Kewans from Arbroath. It is likely that the robe was first used for the christening of their
eldest child, Jean, who was christened in Arbroath in 1805. She is the 4x great grandmother of baby
James.
With the family’s maritime connection and the date of the christening, I believe the boat embroidered
on the robe to be a depiction of the Arbroath Lifeboat, which was first launched in 1803. The Arbroath
lifeboat was and still is, launched from a slipway on a wheeled carriage. This explains the somewhat
unusual presence of wheels on a boat!
We have taken the dress to the Antiques Roadshow and Bowes Muesum, Co. Durham. The experts
have said that it is the most unusual and exquisite piece of whitework, dating from the early 19C that
they have seen. They told me that it would have taken approximately two hundred hours of work by
candlelight to complete the robe as well as providing some useful information regarding its care and
storage.
Amazingly the robe is in very good condition, considering it is over 200 years old and was recently
posted back from Canada for Elizabeth’s christening! It is a beautiful piece of history. I consider
ourselves very lucky to have had the privilege of using the robe and I hope it will survive for several
more generations to come.
Susan McBain (née Marshall)

The christening robe

Susan with her husband, Robin, and baby son, James

P.E. Memories from School Days
1967 – 74
When I was at school we had several P.E. teachers. In first year we had Miss Rosemary
Gillis. She was 21 and it was her first job - we thought the world of her. The terrifying Mrs
McDowell took the hockey team. We were on a family holiday during that summer and she
asked me why I hadn’t brought my hockey stick and ball to practise!!
On returning to school for our second year everyone was devastated to learn that Miss Gillis
had died during the summer holidays. I seem to remember she was a leader at a Guide
camp in a remote part of Ireland, had appendicitis and died of peritonitis. Mrs Dorothy Dalzell
came as a supply teacher for a short while (she was a former pupil of L.H.S., née Hatrick).
She then moved to Geneva with her husband and young family, due to his work with
DuPont. Miss Steptoe came and she taught us dance which I found tremendously hard but
as I thought she was a great teacher, I put my heart and soul into it. The prefects walked us
down to William Street pool for swimming lessons. It was at the end of the day and getting to
the Foyle Street bus depot was fraught with danger. I remember being spat on and running
the gauntlet to get there safely. It was the start of ‘The Troubles’.
In third year Marjorie Henry arrived, while Mrs McDowell still ran the hockey team. We must
all have been practising as our hockey had improved, although you wouldn’t have believed it
when someone knocked a front tooth out of one of the opposition in a home match at
Duncreggan! I’m not going to mention names, but I didn’t do it.
In fourth year Miss Dinah Sinton came, as Mrs Mc Dowell had left. Singing started on the
return journeys from matches and ‘Dinah, Dinah show us your leg’ was one song we sang as
we approached Duncreggan.
In fifth year Miss Sinton had married and became Mrs Mein. Mrs Hilary Mc Cloy also joined
the P.E. staff that year. We now had more variety of sports, including badminton, and I took
up trampolining at the army barracks on the Limavady Road one evening a week. The P.E.
teachers seemed to take it in turns to go off and have babies over our sixth form years.
Several of us went on to be P.E. teachers ourselves, on leaving school.
This March my husband, Paul, and I were travelling to Morzine for a skiing holiday. As we
were flying into Geneva, I looked up Dorothy Dalzell. She hadn’t changed a bit - I recognised
her instantly at the very busy airport. We had an enjoyable chat with her and Eric, catching
up with her life story. I wasn’t surprised to learn she had been playing tennis until a few
years ago, and that she and Eric had played nine holes of golf that morning. Paul and I love
playing golf, so we have a sport in common. She too plays about three times a week and
loves playing in competitions.
All my P.E. teachers were inspiring and as you can probably tell I have vivid memories of
school days.
Hazel Thompson (née Hawthorne)

Hazel, with Dorothy and Eric Dalzell

Boarders, Bells and (Foyle) Boys
Derry 1949. The clamour of the Guildhall clock, great stone walls with cannons at the ready,
a sea of girls in blue and grey uniforms. Such was my first impression of the city where I
was to spend the next five years of my life.
My mother accompanied me and left me (I must confess without a tear) in the very capable
hands of Matron McClay.
I started my boarding career in the dormitory known as Vanity Fair in Duncreggan House.
Outside the dormitory was a rather fine reproduction of part of the ceiling of the Sistine
Chapel which impressed me greatly and was probably the beginning of my lifelong interest in
art.
However I had hardly laid my head on the (rather lumpy) pillow than I was promoted to
Normandy in Dunseveric. This was not due to any great intellectual promise but rather more
down to the fact that I was quite big for my age.
Life in the boarding department was dominated by bells. Each change of activity was
measured by bells. We were wakened by a hand bell rung by the duty prefect, summoned
to breakfast by a cowbell, no doubt an unwanted souvenir of some long forgotten pre-war
trip to Switzerland, and called to lessons by an electric bell. And so it went on until the lights
out bell at 9.30 pm. Of course we did not go to sleep at that ridiculously early hour but talked
and giggled until Matron or the duty teacher came back and threatened us with a fate worse
than death, to have our weekend exeats taken away.
After lessons, which mostly took place in rather cold and draughty Nissen huts, the boarders
had to play games, hockey, netball, rounders or tennis, according to the season. I had
previously been keen on hockey but five or six times a week in the freezing cold of the Derry
winter considerably dampened my enthusiasm.
As befitted girls who were being trained to become young ladies(?) we were required to
wash after games and change into afternoon dresses or twinsets and skirts. A famous tip
from Miss McIlroy was, “Gels, nevair wear gloves with a cardigan!” After tea-again
summoned by bells – there was “study” which ended at various times according to one’s
age. We then had about an hour for recreation. No television in those days of course. The
younger girls would play hopscotch and the older girls would read or gossip. At one time
there was a fashion for playing cards. Fortunately no one knew how to play poker, so we
played whist or gin rummy.
Then, one evening, we discovered a one ring electric fire in the equipment store behind the
platform in the Assembly Hall. So for a while we had the luxury of making toast out of the
bread provided for supper. There was no butter or margarine, as these were still rationed,
but toast and jam tasted better than plain bread and jam! This activity came to an abrupt
end before we burned the place to the ground as a passing member of staff smelt the
delicious smell of our toast and investigated.
On Saturday evenings we had to do any mending required on the returned laundry. By
sheer chance we learned that Matron McClay was a fan of the Jalna books which were
popular at that time. We discovered that if we could engage Matron in conversation about
the latest book she did not seem to notice the quality of the mending. We got away with
many a cobbled darn and crooked patch due to the doings of the Whiteoak family.
After mending we were allowed to get out the wind up record player and practise ballroom
dancing. The highlights of the year (when we reached fifth form) were THE SCHOOL
DANCE and FOYLE DANCE!!!

But we managed to communicate with the Foyle boys at other times although it was strictly
forbidden. Letters and glances could be exchanged at church. Sometimes we could
persuade a day girl to get her mum to write a letter inviting us to tea on Saturday and would
spend the afternoon with a boy in the seat of the Rialto cinema.
Enough said!!!
In the summer we could play tennis and sometimes the boys would come and hang about in
the beech wood. On one occasion a teacher spotted them and phoned the police. When
the constable arrived on his bike he was somewhat put out to find his son was one of the
miscreants!
On more than one occasion there were mice in the boarding house (no, the Foyle boys
never made it that far!). The year I was in St.Lurach’s there was an invasion of mice. They
ruined a box of chocolates someone had hidden in the piano, (we were not supposed to
have food in the dorms) and ate a hole in Rosemary Lawson’s Sunday coat.
About that time we played a wicked trick on a girl who was afraid of mice. Some All Bran,
purloined from breakfast, was sprinkled on the girl’s pillow. We then pulled the counterpane
back over the pillow. When the girl went to get into bed she discovered these mysterious
brown objects on her pillow. We all crowded round, shaking our heads and advising that
these mystery objects looked like mouse droppings. Then the ringleader said, “I know how
we’ll find out!”
She then stretched out her hand, picked several of the “mouse droppings” and popped them
into her mouth!
We were quite well behaved compared to the boarders in the sixties. I only remember
smoking once in the rhododendron bushes on the front lawn, but I am told that a later
generation actually smoked in the dormitory. Apparently the smell did not give them away
because the matron of the day was a heavy smoker herself. I think Miss McCann, the house
mistress also smoked but perhaps I libel her.
On one occasion a girl was smoking in bed when Matron’s voice was heard in the corridor.
(This was a later incumbent, I only know her as “Minnie”.) Immediately the miscreant hid the
cigarette, still alight, under the bedclothes. When Matron appeared her friend said, “Marilyn
is not feeling well, Matron.” As Matron approached the bed Marilyn proceeded to stub the
cigarette out behind her, on the mattress. The end of the cigarette broke off and burned her
derriere. She claims to bear the scar to this day. Talking of mattresses, ours were made of
horsehair and sometimes the rough horsehair penetrated the ticking and was exposed. One
night we were disturbed by a scream. My friend had been dreaming that she was kissing a
certain bearded Magee student and had awakened to find she was face down in the
horsehair with some of it in her mouth! No, don’t ask!
There was an initiation ritual, called “Convent Choir”, for new girls. The origins of this are
lost in the mists of time! The new girl would be brought into a darkened room full of shadowy
figures in dressing gowns with towels over their heads. This costume did not represent, as
might be construed, shepherds in a Nativity play, but was our approximation of nun’s habits!
The new girl would be invited to kneel down and be interviewed by “Mother Superior”. The
assembled company would then start to sing “Abide with me”, but at the words, “Fast falls
the eventide”, the rug would be pulled out from under her and she would fall flat on her face!
This was not as unkind as it sounds because a pile of pillows was provided on which to fall.
We had certain words we used, of which I only remember two; the word for a hot water bottle
was “Paddy”. Could this have been the name of the boyfriend of some past boarder? The
word for lavatory was “pell”, which reminds me of the night we all had food poisoning, but

perhaps I had better draw a veil over that. As the present pupils would say, “Too much
information!!”
Joking aside, in defence of the catering staff, this was the only time such a thing happened.
On another occasion most of the boarders went down with influenza and were confined to
their beds. Being horribly healthy a couple of us did not succumb and regarded the others
with envy as they were excused lessons.
Ann Worrall and I devised a cunning plan. We went to Matron and complained of feeling
unwell so we were sent to bed. Later that day Matron came to take our temperatures and
we managed to put the thermometer into the hot water bottle. I shall never forget the look on
her face as she looked at the thermometer! Perhaps she thought we had reached boiling
point! She did not say anything but came back a short time later with a large bottle of castor
oil and a table spoon! We were thoroughly dosed with the horrible stuff, pronounced cured
and turned out into the cold.
When I joined the “Old Girls” (my grandson asked why I kept going to the “Old Ladies’
Club!”) and met my fellow boarders it was like finding all the sisters I never knew I had.
The person I am today, be it for good or ill, is largely due to those dedicated members of
staff who not only taught us, but, especially in the boarding department, gave us the benefit
of their experience of life. The memories of the fun and friendships of those days will remain
with me as long as I live.
Molly Kennedy (née Steele)
Boarder of Londonderry High School from 1949 – 1955

GALLERY 400
www.gallery400.co.uk
email: velvetear@googlemail.com
With just under a year to go before something really new and hopeful impacts our
City here in the North West, you can find me, Susan Thomas (née McCaul) Junior
School Art and Design Teacher, typing away at documents for a proposal to run a
Gallery during the UK City of Culture 2013 celebrations.
The exhibition space to be called ‘Gallery 400’ drawing attention to our own forth
coming big birthday, is to help connect the wider alumni of Foyle College. Gallery
400 aims to be a dynamic social hub where returning and local former pupils, their
families and friends, and staff past and present can engage in diverse cultural
experiences in celebration of the 1st UK City of Culture. It is a place where the craic
may begin.
It is hoped the Gallery will provide a positive new space for a variety of contemporary
Art forms which have local integrity and international appeal, whilst also providing a
relaxing social area with sofas for people to meet up and enjoy opening events
augmented by the presence of celebrity past pupils and the School Jazz Band.
In publicizing this future project via the Old Girls and Old Boys school magazine I
wish to make this a collaborative project. By email or word of mouth I would love to
hear from anyone or any groups of former pupils, Staff and their families who would
like to take part in the following ways:• To pass on contact details of professional or semi professional Visual Artistic
alumni who would have a mature body of work suitable for inclusion in future
exhibitions.
• To consider being available to ‘sit’ on exhibitions with friends or ex colleagues via a
rota system to help keep costs down and to connect with visiting alumni. To meet
visitors, chat and serve tea and buns.
• To view the website being developed and keep up with developments, share ideas
and blog.
• To come to the gallery, view alumni’s work and own some of it.
• To contact me about supporting this enterprise.
After taking part in two Hallowe’en parades, a St Patrick’s day parade in Derry and
the first part of a wonderful schools project called ‘Rivers of the World’ in partnership
with The British Council, I have experienced at first hand the benefits especially for
pupils at the Junior School, of getting involved with the new creative opportunities

emerging for all in our city, especially now in the run up to the City of Culture Year
2013.
A calendar of events and exhibitions for Gallery 400 has been prepared, a beautiful
space found, discussions with some lovely artists and enthusiasts have taken place.
However the main goal of this enterprise is to provide a place for Foyle College and
us to be part of something amazing in 2013 with a view to our own celebrations in
2017.
What follows is an overview of Gallery 400 :Gallery 400 is a vibrant contemporary space set within the historic walls of the UK
City of Culture 2013 in a reclaimed interior. It sets out to inspire renewed hope and
strength centred upon the real future of the City; and its young people. It is an
international and inclusive arena as the 400 year old School looks out and beyond
traditional boundaries to explore new horizons where individuals can grow and
flourish.
At Gallery 400 we have gathered together in one venue work created by past and
present pupils and staff along with work generated via three Inter Schools Creative
projects. The Exhibitions have a global appeal with their roots and heart still in the
North West. As with the world renowned painter Norah McGuinness, all individual
exhibitors have had an association with Foyle and Londonderry College, or Foyle
College, Londonderry as it is now known.
Artworks have been assembled for a series of rolling exhibitions which record the
part our alumni have played in a wider world, bringing insight and compassion to a
corporate and vast world of complexity. Architecture, through to video installations,
encompassing painting, sculpture and mixed media will all be on show. There will be
a ‘back room’ where samples from all exhibitors will be available to view and own.
The social area with refreshments available may include the school publication, “A
View the Foyle Commanding” for visitors to peruse before purchase. ‘Easter Bonnet’
is the first of the series of three Inter Community Schools projects. A group of young
graffiti artists from seven secondary schools in the city will create work painted on
car bonnets which garner inspiration from ‘Heroes’; local people from their own
community and families who have been an inspiration to them.
Gallery 400 is a ‘not for profit’ organization: a Community Interest Company. It exists
to promote the work and skills both of local citizens and those who may have left our
City. Through a series of talks and lectures; such as ‘Images of Ethiopia’ given by
Trevor Cole; photographer and teacher currently working in Brazil, or the ‘Share
Project’ where textile skills and inspiration will be exchanged between machinists
from the Shirt Industry, local pupils, college students and Textile Artists, a legacy of
enthusiasm and purposeful inquiry will continue to evolve and coalesce around
the possible establishment of a permanent space for Gallery 400.

Dates for your Diary

Annual Luncheon

Saturday 24th March 2012
12.30pm for 1pm
The Belfray Country Inn
171 Glenshane Road, Londonderry

London Branch Luncheon

21st April 2012
Holiday Inn
Cromwell Road, London
Contact Dr Kanchu McAllister for details

EGM

Friday 27th April 2012
7.30pm
City Hotel

Coleraine Branch
Annual Buffet Supper

Thursday 3rd May 2012
Contact Rosaleen Ramsey for details.
rmramsey@btinternet.com or 028 2766 2785

Belfast Branch
Afternoon Tea

Saturday 2nd June 2012
2.30pm
Dunadry Hotel, Templepatrick
Contact Mrs Joan Milliken
Tel. 028 90 288 766
Email joan.milliken@hotmail.com

Reunion – Class of ‘82

Saturday 16th June
Please see article in Reunions section for further
details

Belfast Branch Luncheon

Scottish Reunion

Details to follow

Saturday 17th November,2012.
Venue to be confirmed.
Contact Bev Boon for details
Bevboon@hotmail.com.

Memorabilia Available

SILVER BROOCHES
FLC - £70 & £4 p&p
LHS - £65 & £4 p&p
DUNCREGGAN HOUSE CHRISTMAS CARDS
Beautiful cards featuring a watercolour of Duncreggan House by former Headmaster,
Hugh Gillespie. Pack of 10 cards - £6 & £1 p&p.
LITHOGRAPHIC PRINTS
The popular collection of prints of the old Schools by Yvonne Huey are available,
each £5 & £1 p&p.
Prints available -

Strand House
LHS
Academical Institution
Victoria High School
St. Lurach’s
Foyle College, Springtown
Foyle College, Lawrence Hill

1860
1928
1871
1877
1900
1967
1814

NOTELETS
Notelets of Duncreggan House by the late Gordon Whiteside are available in packs
of 5 for £5 & £1.50 p&p.
DERRY CITY CRYSTAL ETCHED PAPERWEIGHT
The etched paperweight of Duncreggan House is available at the price of £14 &
£1.50 p&p.
SILVER COMPACT MIRROR – LHS CREST
The elegant handbag-sized compact mirror inscribed with the LHS crest is available
to buy for only £15 & £1.50 p&p.
TEA TOWEL
Cotton tea towel depicting Duncreggan House available at £3.50 each plus p&p.

To purchase or enquire about any of the above, please contact:
Mrs Averil Watt Tel – 028 7131 1176
Or any committee member

Foyle College
Old Boys’ Association

FOYLE COLLEGE OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held in the Writers’ Room, City Hotel,
Queen’s Quay, Londonderry, on Wednesday 12th October 2011 at 7.45pm.
PRESENT
Mr J S M Huey (President), Dr R Montgomery (Vice-President), Mr J A C McFarland
(Past President), and Messrs N T L Taylor, R J B Young, W M Lynn, N Stewart, P
Curtis, S Rankin, B V Peoples, M Kilgore and C A Jeffrey.
Apologies for absence were received from Dr H J L D S O’Neill, Very Rev D C Orr,
Canon R M Wilkinson, and Messrs E W M Hamilton, J H Y Fergusson, I M Piggot, D
C Black, B Long, J Torrens, T E W Huey, R J Magowan, W A McIlwaine, D A E
Roberts, G Killeen, J Black, G Carruthers and P Smith.
The President took the Chair.
MINUTES
The President stated that the minutes of the 2010 AGM had been reproduced in the
Annual Magazine. It was agreed unanimously to take the minutes as read.
Mr Colin Jeffrey (Joint Honorary Secretary) then read out the names of those former
pupils who had passed away since the last AGM.
All stood for a minute’s silence.
HONORARY SECRETARY’S REPORT
Mr Colin Jeffrey presented his Secretary’s Report for the year. This report is
reproduced in the Annual Magazine to inform Members both of the activities of the
Association and the work of the Executive Committee.

SECRETARY’S REPORT 2010/2011
I have pleasure in submitting the Honorary Secretary’s report for 2010/2011.
ANNUAL DINNER
The year got off to an extremely positive start with a successful Annual Dinner in the
City Hotel on 15th October 2010. Over 100 members and guests, the largest
attendance for many years, enjoyed good food and pleasant surroundings in paying
tribute to the outgoing President Mr Jack McFarland. A most welcome addition to
the proceedings was the entertainment provided by the School Jazz Band prior to
the Dinner. This was very well received and hopefully will become a regular feature.
The top table included the Presidents of the old boys’ associations of St Columb’s
College, Coleraine Academical Institution, Royal School Dungannon, Portora Royal
School, Belfast Royal Academy, Royal Belfast Academical Institution and Methodist
College Belfast. The feedback received from these guests was warm and pointed to
the generous hospitality that Foyle has become known for.
Mr James Gordon proposed the Toast to the School, with the Headmaster
responding. Following the presentation of trophies, a musical interlude by Winston
Irwin and the President’s address, the Reply on behalf of the Guests was made by
Richard Sterling.
The evening concluded with the outgoing President passing the President’s Chain of
Office to his successor Stan Huey and with the presentation of a President’s jewel to
Jack McFarland by Past-President Dr Bert Tosh.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
The Executive Committee had a year that could be politely described as low-key.
There has, however, been much as yet unseen work between representatives of the
Old Boys’ and Old Girls’ committees to map a way forward for a single former pupils’
association. It should be stressed that co-operation has been ongoing for many
years through the organisation and promoting of joint functions and production of the
Annual Magazine, but it is surely time, 35 years after the creation of the mixed-sex
school, that a former pupils’ association more accurately reflects that.
Although no concrete decisions have yet been taken some of the topics covered
have been:
(a)

Consideration of the key aspects of a new Constitution;

(b)

Composition of a new Committee structure to ensure representation of both
Associations;

(c)

Fair representation on the School Board of Governors; and

(d)

Maintenance of a sub-committee structure that allows long-established
functions such as the Old Boys’ Annual Dinner and Old Girls’ Annual Lunch to
be retained in their current format, if required by members.

One decision that was taken was to ratify the Headmaster’s suggestion to
automatically make all school leavers in June 2011 and in subsequent years
members of the Association. This, together with efforts to maintain up to date email
contact details with all former pupils, should ensure stronger links are preserved,
particularly among younger former pupils.
PRESIDENT 2010/2011
At the 2010 Annual General Meeting Mr Stanley Huey was elected the Association’s
83rd President. Having given a lifetime of service to the School as a pupil, member
of staff, Governor and as a former Chairman of this Association, his election as
President could be summed up by one of those Americanisms that has found its way
across the Atlantic Ocean – a no-brainer! To say that he has been a fine
ambassador in his year in office is to state the obvious, for he has long been one of
Foyle’s staunchest advocates. As a former President of the Ulster Branch of the
Irish Rugby Football Union he has also made an immense contribution to his chosen
sport as a player and administrator within Foyle, at City of Derry Rugby Club and
further afield. He has achieved all this despite an obvious flaw in his make-up
whereby he considers any rugby player wearing a shirt numbered 1 to 8 to possess
more talent, have superior intellect and to be a finer human being than anyone who
wears numbers 9 to 15!
VICE-PRESIDENT
It was with great regret that we learned during the year that our Vice-President, Dr
Hugh O’Neill fell ill at home in Canada and would be unable to assume the
Presidency for 2011/2012. The Committee was delighted when Dr Robert
Montgomery accepted its invitation to deputise for Dr O’Neill and, subject to
ratification at the 2011 Annual General Meeting, to become our 84th President.
ANNUAL MAGAZINE
The Association was again indebted to Executive Committee member William Lynn
for his work in helping to compile the Annual Former Pupils’ Magazine. The
publication continues to be an impressive record of the activities, both personal and
collective, of members of the Old Boys’ and Old Girls’ Associations. Advertising
revenue was sufficient to substantially cover the printing costs and thanks are due to
Neil Stewart for his efforts in seeking prompt payment. This has become
increasingly difficult in these recessionary times, when many firms of all sizes are
seeking simply to survive and where the marketing budget is often the first
expenditure to be trimmed.
It has been recognised for several years that the two Associations do not have the
funds to mail the Magazine to all members and their gratitude to the School for this
financial support has long been acknowledged. In this digital age when information
can be delivered electronically at little expense, the Old Boys’ Association supports
the move to offer the Magazine online with an option for members to request a hard
copy at modest expense. When considered together with the decision on future
membership outlined above, it is hoped that a connection between Foyle and a
greater number of former pupils across a wider age range can be retained.
Thanks are also due to all the advertisers, to Laura Taylor for making the material
ready for the printers and to Art Byrne for proof-reading the initial draft copies.

JOINT FUNCTIONS
The Association continued to liaise with the Old Girls’ and Parents’ Associations to
discuss the joint promotion of social events and functions. On 4th February 2011 a
highly successful and extremely well-supported evening with the School Jazz Band
was held at City of Derry Rugby Club.
PRESIDENTS’ FUND
No requests for grants from the Presidents’ Fund were received during the year.
ANNUAL CRICKET MATCH - HAMILTON CUP
It was unfortunate that a combination of the short summer term, poor weather and
the demands of examination timetables prevented the annual cricket match between
the School and an Old Boys’ XI from taking place this year.
GOLF SOCIETY
The Committee is again indebted to Past-President Jack McFarland for organising
both golf outings with his usual enthusiasm and flair. A comprehensive report on Old
Boys’ golf activities was provided at the Annual General Meeting.
In conclusion, I would like to thank my fellow officers and Committee members for
their commitment to Foyle College Old Boys’ Association and for the assistance they
have given me during the year.

Colin Jeffrey
12 October 2011

HONORARY TREASURER’S REPORT
Mr Brian Peoples presented his Treasurer’s Report for the year to 30th September
2011. Copies of financial statements, which are also printed in the Annual
Magazine, were provided to Members and the contents were reviewed.
The adoption of the reports of both the Honorary Secretary and Honorary Treasurer
were proposed by Mr Robin Young, seconded by Mr Norman Taylor, and passed
unanimously.

FOYLE COLLEGE OLD BOYS’ASSOCIATION
DETAILED INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st AUGUST 2011
st

Income
Annual Dinner
Dinner Fees
Belfast Luncheon
Lunch Fees
Magazine Revenue
Half Share of Advertising
Other Income
Building Society Interest
Sale of Merchandise
Members’ Subscriptions
Donation
Grand Total
Expenditure
Annual Dinner
Meal Costs
Other Costs
Belfast Luncheon
Meal Costs
Postage
Magazine Costs
Printing
Postage
Other Costs
Bank Fees
Presidents Photo/Photo Dinner
Calligraphy/ Archiving
Corporation Tax

Grand Total

st

Year ended 31 Aug
2011
£

Year ended 31 Aug
2010
£

3150.00

2450.00

0.00

850.00

925.00

822.50

101.87
180.00
330.00
100.00
711.87
4786.87

116.33
10.00
100.00
0.00
226.33
4348.83

2864.75
290.50
3155.25

2320.50
80.00
2400.50

0.00
0.00
0.00

693.20
67.08
760.28

1307.50
0.00
1307.50

1250.00
75.78
1325.78

41.89
0.00
210.00
100.99
352.88

0.00
75.00
150.00
0.00
225.00

4815.63

4711.56

Foyle College Old Boys’ Association
2011 Summarised Accounts
st

st

31 Aug 2011
£
5579.14

31 Aug 2010
£
6575.83

3150.00
0.00
925.00
711.87
4786.87

2450.00
8500.00
822.50
226.33
4348.83

3155.25
0.00
1307.50
352.88
4815.63

2400.50
760.28
1325.78
225.00
4711.56

-28.76

-362.73

5493.86
360.00
5853.86

5579.14
863.00
6442.14

Current Account
Debtor Magazine
President’s Fund

5493.86
360.00
8122.63

5579.14
863.00
7921.11

Sub Total

13976.49

14363.25

50% of Joint Account
Merchandise

168.08
1589.00

191.37
1769.00

Total Assets

15733.57

16323.62

Opening Balance
Income
Annual Dinner
Belfast Luncheon
Magazine Revenue ½ Share
Other Income

Expenditure
Annual Dinner
Belfast Luncheon
Magazine Costs ½ Share
Other Expenditure

Net Movement
Closing Balance

Nationwide
*Debtor Magazine

Treasurer’s Report
I have pleasure in presenting the above Income and Expenditure Account, with Statement of Assets
and Detailed Schedules
B.V. Peoples FCCA (Hon Treasurer)
7th October 2011
Auditors’ Report
We have examined the above accounts at 16 September 2009, along with the respective receipts,
vouchers and bank statements, and hereby certify the same to be correct.

D.C. Black, R.J.B. Young (Hon Auditors)

7th October 2011

ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Mr Stanley Huey thanked the Members for the great honour of the Presidency of
Foyle College Old Boys’ Association and went on to summarise his year in office.
He recounted his attendance at the Annual Dinners of other schools as well as
School functions such as the Annual Prizegiving and the Spring Concert. He
described the latter as the highlight of his year, having marvelled at the musical
talent of the pupils, and he doubted whether many schools could match it.
He reported that, at the Royal School Dungannon Dinner, he was the only guest to
be seated at the Top Table, a recognition of Foyle’s almost 400 year history. At the
St Columb’s College Dinner, he described how was seated between the Irish
Ambassador to Russia, a St Columb’s Old Boy originally from Clonmany, and this
year’s Alumnus Illustrissimus, the world renowned singer songwriter Paul Brady.
This failed to impress Stanley however for, despite the fact that Paul Brady has been
described as Ireland’s Bob Dylan and has both recorded with and had his songs
covered by many of the greats of modern music, Stanley hadn’t a clue who he was!
He concluded by thanking the Committee Members for their ongoing efforts and
proposed Dr Robert Montgomery to succeed him as President. This proposal was
seconded by Mr Norman Taylor and Dr Montgomery was unanimously elected the
84th President of the Association. Robert thanked the Association for the honour of
the Presidency and hoped that he would uphold the fine traditions of both the School
and the Office. He stated that he had always maintained an interest in the School
but had become more active when Hugh Fergusson and Alan Roberts had asked
him to help compile the obituaries for the Annual Magazine some years ago.
The election of Vice-President was left in abeyance and the remaining officers were
elected unanimously by acclamation.
Chairman

Mr Norman Taylor

Honorary Treasurer

Mr Brian Peoples

Joint Honorary Secretaries

Mr Colin Jeffrey
Mr Marshall Kilgore

Honorary Auditors

Mr David Black
Mr Gavin Killeen

Committee Members

Mr Neil Stewart
Mr William Lynn
Mr Robin Young
Mr Jonathan Torrens
Mr Brian Long
Mr Paul Curtis

FUTURE OF THE OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION
The Members were updated on developments in the proposed merger of the Old
Boys’ and Old Girls’ Associations. Approximately 150 responses to the request for
feedback to the proposal in the 2011 Magazine had been received, with an
overwhelming majority in favour of the merger.
It was reported that Messrs Neil Stewart, William Lynn and Robin Young had
represented the Old Boys in preparing a new joint Constitution, a draft of which is to
be reproduced in the Annual Magazine 2012. Extraordinary General Meetings of
both Associations are planned for 27th April 2012, following which a single Joint
Committee will be formed. Existing arrangements for representation on the School
Board of Governors will be maintained and the new single Association will, for the
time being, have two Presidents. It is also anticipated that sub-committees will
organise existing functions such as the Old Boys’ Annual Dinner and the Old Girls’
Annual Lunch.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.25pm.

Annual Dinner – October 2011

Outgoing President Stanley Huey invests Dr Robert Montgomery with the President’s Chain of Office

Mr Scott Huey presents the Huey Salver for rugby to last year’s captain, Tom Burns.

Mr Stanley Huey, Old Boys’ President, in the centre

Outgoing President, Stanley Huey, receiving his jewel from Past President Jack McFarland

Jack McFarland, golf convenor, presents the Ballantine Cup to Brian Peoples

The Head Boy and Deputies with Tom Burns, Dr Robert Montgomery and Stanley Huey.

Steven McFaul, Calvin Jones, Dr Montgomery, Tom Burns, Stanley Huey, Oisin Duddy, Head Boy

President Stanley Huey, Headmaster Jack Magill, Robin Young, Chairman of the Board of Governors
and representatives of other Old Boys’ Associations at the Annual Dinner in the City Hotel

Mr Stanley Huey, President with Past Presidents of the Association at the Annual Dinner

The School’s Senior Jazz Band entertain guests before the Annual Dinner in the City Hotel

Members and Guests attending the Annual Dinner in the City Hotel in October 2011

Neil Stewart, Gavin Killeen, David Hunter

Victor Ward, Trevor Ward, Roger Whiteside,
Marshall Kilgore

Foyle College staff – David Barnett, Ray Menown, Alistair Kinghan, Jim Goodman, Donald Hill

Peter Gault, Gerald McCarter

Ian Curtis, Paul Curtis, Brian Peoples,
Scott Pollock, John Moore

Steven Mc Faul sings with the School’s Jazz
band before the dinner

President and Vice-President 2011-2012
President – Dr Robert Montgomery, MB, DMH, DHMSA
A full account of Dr Robert Montgomery’s career appeared in the February 2011
issue of the magazine.
Vice President – William (Billy) Young
At the time of going to press, an account of Billy Young’s career was not available. It
will be published in February 2013’s edition of the magazine.

President’s Letter
Over the winter I have had the honour to represent our school at a number of
functions in the city and in Belfast. I have met regularly with the senior Editor and
with the Editorial committee for the publication of the book on the history of our
school,’A View the Foyle Commanding’. We are fortunate to now have our school
archive assembled in one room. I am grateful to Ken Gamble who helped gather up
the ancient tomes, artefacts and magazines from various places in Duncreggan and
Springtown. One highly important resource has been the ‘W S Ferguson Archive’,
and that has been supplemented by Alan Roberts whose Archive has also been
presented to the school in recent months.
With such a long and significant history there are many periods not represented in
our collection with the earliest important item being the original register from August
1814, and dating from the time the school moved to Lawrence Hill. We have
significant collections of registers of Victoria College, the LHS, the LAI and FCD from
1869. But many items are missing. With respect to the school magazines, we
published the first such magazine in Ireland, ‘the Birch’ from 16th November 1870
until December 1871, and then ‘Foyle College Monthly’ followed from 9th March 1872
until early 1877. We don’t have any copies of ‘the Birch’ and only one (September
1873) of the ‘Foyle College Monthly’. We have an incomplete run of ‘Our School
Times’ magazines published between 1878 and 1896. We would have copies of
most of the school magazines after April 1909. No other Libraries, including TCD
have copies of the magazines which we don’t have. It is possible that some still
languish in a musty corner somewhere and we would dearly like to have them. So,
please keep an eye out. Indeed any item or artefact associated with the LHS, Foyle
or any of the earlier schools would be of interest to us, and please feel free to
contact William Lynn at Duncreggan if you wish to donate such material to the
school. ‘Ne unquam cesseris’.
Robert Montgomery
President

Foyle College Old Boys Association
Golf Society
Convenor - Jack McFarland
Golf Society Report for 2011

The first event of the Season was the Glover Rose Bowl at Greencastle Golf Club on
Wednesday 1 June on a fine sunny day. 25 members and guests competed.
John Manning, a Greencastle member, returned a fine score of 42 points from his
skyscraper handicap of 24 and claimed the Rose Bowl for the first time!!!! He was followed
home by George Devine on 40 points and the very capable Iain Anthony with 38 points off a
very low handicap of 4. The Team Prize was won by Brian Peoples’ group with John
Manning’s locals in second place.
John Doherty won the Visitors Prize with a sound 40 points, Iain Anthony the longest drive
and David Black getting a consolation prize with nearest the pin at the 18th.
The Ballintine Cup was played for at City of Derry Golf Club on a fine afternoon on 31
August. The turnout was down on previous years with 17 members and guests. The
Rankins, Flemings, Mannings etc. were unavailable but they will return in future years.
Brian Peoples won with 41 points on a very difficult course followed as usual by Iain Anthony
on 39 and David Black on 35.
Donald Hill claimed the Visitors Prize with 36 points. As usual Iain Anthony won the longest
drive and Jack McFarland, Convenor, managed nearest the pin at the 15th.
On both occasions our President Stan Huey joined the players for the meal after play and
conducted the presentation of prizes. Brian Long as usual sponsored the events with wine
from his vast cellars at Lisnagelvin.
Next year the venues remain unchanged with the Glover Rose Bowl at Greencastle Golf
Club on Wednesday, 6 June 2012 commencing at 3-00pm. Cost; Greencastle members €5
and visitors €20.
The Ballintine Cup will be held at City of Derry Golf Club on Wednesday 29 August at 300pm. Cost; City of Derry Members £5 and Visitors £20.
We must try and encourage more members to attend and bring along Guests and Visitors
and ensure a fun day for all.
Jack McFarland Convenor FCOBA Golf Society.
12 Cregg Road,
Claudy,
Londonderry,
BT47 4HX
email j.mcfarland@talktalk.net
Phone 028 71338397 m 07523 296066

A Hundred Years Ago It Was Not Easy to Get an Education

The story of my uncle Dr David Glenn Roulston is an example of the lengths a
student went to, to get his education:
David Glenn Roulston was born at Creeve, Carrigans, Co Donegal in 1897 and
travelled by pony and trap into the Model School and to Foyle College on the Killea
road before it was paved. The ten miles to the city are nothing today but it was
difficult with no public transportation and the surface being too rough even for a
bicycle. He stayed four nights each week in Londonderry with family friends.
David started at Queen’s University when only sixteen and graduated with a medical
degree before he was twenty one. David went to England following graduation and
started a medical practice with a fellow Queen’s graduate.
In 1940 he got out of his sick bed to help neighbours following the bombing of homes
in his neighbourhood and died a few days later of pneumonia. David’s schooling
was paid for by his grandmother Mary Glenn’s brother, John James Glenn of
Prospect, Carrigans, Co Donegal.

Alex. W. Roulston

The Foyle Boys at Thomson McLintock & Co. in Glasgow in the
1940’s & 1950’s

In the days before careers counselling at Foyle College, the headmaster Mr
McConnell sent the following students to Thomson McLintock & Co. (T McL)
Chartered Accountants, in Glasgow: Harry Best (1943), Brian Roberts (Alan’s
brother) (1946), Alexander Roulston (1951), Blair Smith (1952), Billy Regan (1953),
Gavin Kelly and Tom Rankin in 1957.
We became apprentices and signed an indenture with T McL as our five year
contract at a starting salary of £30 a year. In those days most accounting students
went directly from high school, worked during the day and took night classes given
by the Scottish Institute of Chartered Accountants. It was also necessary to take
some classes at University. All except Billy Regan became members of the Scottish
Institute of Charter Accountants; sadly Billy was drowned in Lough Foyle in 1956.
The final exam in the mid 1950’s covered five subjects and you had to pass all of
them at once. If you failed you had to sit them all again.
Harry Best came back to Belfast and worked in public accounting. Brian Roberts
joined the Dunlop Rubber Company in 1954 and remained with the group for
eighteen years, mainly in Brazil, as Finance Director, but also with spells in India and
Malaysia. Brian retired in 1988 after a further seventeen years in Brazil with Reckitt
& Colman, as Contador Gerente.
I emigrated in 1960 to Canada, joined Johnson & Johnson (JNJ) and spent 33 years
with them in Canada, Brazil and USA, the last 8 years as worldwide corporate
controller. Blair Smith stayed in Glasgow and became a tax partner with Thomson
McLintock & Co. which later merged to become part of the international accounting
firm KPMG.
Gavin Kelly spent a few years in industry before returning to the accounting
profession in 1980 and starting his own practice in Merseyside, England. Gavin is
still working and two of his sons have joined him. Tom Rankin spent twenty nine
years in Glasgow, fourteen with T McL and fifteen with Yarrow Shipbuilders, the last

nine as Financial Director. Tom then had thirteen years in Belfast, Northern Ireland
with Short Brothers finishing his active working life as VP Treasurer and Secretary of
the Belfast subsidiary of Bombardier.
Having participated in sports at Foyle, many of us carried on our sporting activities in
Glasgow and beyond: Brian, Billy, Tom and I all played both rugby and cricket in
Glasgow. Blair and I played badminton, Blair and Gavin played tennis and Billy and
Gavin played table tennis. Brian and I were in Sao Paulo, Brazil at the same time
(1967 – 1974) and played cricket at the English Club. Brian also played tennis and
golf there and I took up tennis. Many of us took up golf later in life. Tom Rankin in
2005 was the Captain of the Royal Belfast golf Club. Gavin has a 38 foot sailboat
and has sailed to Ireland, Scotland and France on several occasions.
Initially we travelled from Londonderry to Glasgow overnight in the Burns & Laird
boat. It took twelve hours and we usually sat up all night as there were few bunks.
Gavin’s father worked for Burns & Laird and he usually got one of the two person
berth cabins. Often there were live cattle in the hold of the ship and between their
roaring all night and some drunken Irishmen, we did not get much sleep. In later
years we flew to Belfast and took the train to Londonderry. In Glasgow we lived in
“Digs”. In 1951 I paid £2 per week for lodging, which included breakfast, dinner and
laundry.
There have been many changes over the last fifty odd years so I suppose it is
natural for an accountant to comment on accounting changes. When we started with
T McL in the late 1940’s most accounting transactions were recorded in handwritten
books. There was a comptometer department that used mechanical machines for
major jobs where adding, dividing, multiplying and subtracting was needed. The
large computers came next which meant you had printouts rather than hand written
books to work with. The personal computer made the biggest difference to the
accounting profession.
We had a great start to our education at Foyle and the accountancy training in
Scotland prepared us well for our future careers. Brian, Blair, Tom and I are
enjoying retirement in England, Scotland, Ireland and United States respectively.
Alex W. Roulston

The Career of a Foyle Boy - William Hutchinson

Bill Hutchinson was born in Londonderry in 1942. His family lived in George’s Street,
located off Wapping Lane. By trade, his father was a pipe fitter who worked at
Brown’s Foundry. His mother was a bookkeeper, employed at Bigger’s pork factory.
Both were strong advocates of pursuing education, despite social circumstances that
had limited their own earlier in the century. They later established a successful small
restaurant.
Bill was enrolled in Bennett Street School in 1947. The school had about 150 pupils,
three classrooms and four teachers. His first teacher, an elderly Miss Pollock, had
also taught his father and was known to remark that Bill was just as unruly as his dad
had been.
The headmaster, James McPherson, was a formidable personality. He sought a
perfect record for his school in the eleven plus exam. Accordingly, Bill was the only
pupil allowed to take the test in 1954! The rest of his classmates stayed at the
school until they were fourteen, when they left to seek employment. McPherson
lived with his wife, also a teacher, in a flat above McKinley’s dress shop in the
Diamond. Bill was tutored by him there, several evenings a week, to ensure a
successful outcome. He never accepted fees and the program worked.
At Foyle, Bill had a mixed passage. He was considered average at maths but did
better at languages and history. His science teacher, Mr Ross, took a dislike to him.
Despite scoring highest in third form exams, his report read “did well in exam, but he
has a noisy aggressive nature that should be modified”. This note caused
considerable disruption at home!
Bill did not excel at sports but managed to make the 3rd XV. captained by Derek
Curtis. I don’t think we won too many games but we were very social! Along with
Robert Montgomery, Bill reinvigorated the debating society and its team reached the
final of the Northern Ireland schools’ competition in 1960.
In retrospect, Bill views Foyle to have been an outstanding school that prepared him
well. It had many fine institutional traditions, and teaching was a highly regarded
profession. Stuart Connolly and ‘Mo’ Craig were especially inspirational and the
streaming of the eleven plus system also allowed the curriculum to be advanced.
Connolly’s comment as headmaster on Bill’s final report said “he should do well”.
In 1961, Queen’s was generally the choice for higher education. Bill was counselled
by the Rev. CJR Bradley, then the curate at St Columb’s Cathedral, to apply to
Trinity, where he was accepted. He enrolled in the Honours program for Economics
and Political Science, and was surprised to find that he was better at maths than
previously believed. Within a short time he was giving tutorials in statistics, mostly to
rather confused young women from the Social Studies program, and making extra
money to supplement his scholarship and gambling income! He graduated from
TCD in 1965, first in the Honours Economics class.
Following TCD, Bill was hired by Shell, who paid for him to go to Cranfield College in
Bedfordshire. At that time, the concept of teaching business education was gaining
favour and Cranfield had established a one year course modelled on the MBA

curriculum at Harvard Business School. After graduating first, Bill worked for a year
with Shell in London.
Meanwhile he applied for admission to Harvard and was accepted directly into the
second year of the two year MBA program. Taking that step was a big decision, but
in 1967, he arrived in Boston with two suitcases and a $5500 loan to pay for tuition
and living expenses. Harvard was a privileged place then, well before ‘equal
opportunity’ became prevalent. The class numbered 350 and included only a few
women and minorities. About a third were graduates of Harvard College and most of
the rest came from other Ivy League schools. There were about a dozen from
England, including the later prominent Martin Sorrell. Bill graduated with distinction
in 1968.
He then moved to Chicago where he was employed by Standard Oil, later renamed
Amoco. He started his career in the international division and travelled extensively in
Europe, the Middle East and Asia. During the 1970s he lived in Germany, Chicago,
Los Angeles and Colorado.
Returning to Chicago in 1981 he became Treasurer of Standard Oil at a time when it
was the eighth largest company in the U.S. by stock market value. His duties
included banking, financing, developing relationships with Wall Street firms, and
merger and acquisition activities. In all of this his noisy and aggressive nature from
Foyle might have been useful! Inter alia, he sold Amoco’s sizable refining and
marketing businesses in the UK, Italy and Australia. He also oversaw Amoco’s
investment in a very large but troubled mine in Papua New Guinea, which he visited
all too often.
In 1986 he was rotated to the position of VP and Controller where he oversaw an
accounting staff of about 2000 as well as an IT staff of about 3000. He attempted to
decline this opportunity, citing a lack of qualifications but failed, as in 1979 he had
taken the Certified Public Accounting exam, passing in the top 100 of 54000 national
candidates!
In 1988, Bill returned to the treasury side where he became Vice President of
Financial Operations. He had largely unilateral control over contracts with Wall
Street, financing and merger and acquisition activity. He developed many high level
relationships including with Hank Paulson, later to be US Treasury Secretary, and
Sandy Weil, the assembler of Citygroup.
By the late 1990s, even the largest oil companies came to believe that they had to
grow bigger to prosper. In 1998, Amoco and BP were the first to announce a megamerger. BP paid nearly $50 billion to secure Amoco.
Bill was appointed Group Vice President of Worldwide M & A. It was a very frenetic
period, accompanied by active buying and selling of assets to consolidate and
streamline the two companies. Bill had staff groups in London and Chicago
responsible for managing the program and continued to have wide discretion over
implementation decisions.

Upon retiring from BP in 2001, Bill focused on other business interests. He acted as
consultant for the North American unit of Deutsche Bank. In the mid 1990s, with the
sponsorship of Sandy Weill, he had joined the board of a group of unit trust
companies. Today he is a director of 25 publicly traded funds with about $10 billion
in combined assets.
In the 1990s he became a director of Associated Banc-Corp. By 2009, he had
become the lead independent Director of the Board, and under his direction, the
management were replaced and Bill was appointed Chairman.
Apart from business, Bill has served on a number of charitable boards. These
include the Lincoln Park Zoo, the Rehabilitation Institute of NW Hospital in Chicago,
and the North Hawaiian Community Hospital, where he was Chairman of the
Finance Committee.
He has been married twice, and has two daughters – Katherine (35) and Elizabeth
(32). He and his wife, Joyce, live in downtown Chicago, and on the Big Island of
Hawaii. His interests are business, politics, history, golf and American football.
Bill can be contacted at wrh@williamrhutchinson.com

Dates for Your Diary

Belfast Luncheon
Date and venue to be determined. Information will be given in a mailshot.
Extraordinary General Meeting
Friday 27 April 2012 - 7.30 pm -City Hotel
Annual Dinner
12 October 2012 - City Hotel
Golf Competitions
The outings are as follows:
Greencastle Golf Club – Wednesday 6th June 2012. Tee time – 3 – 4.30pm.
City of Derry Golf Club – Wednesday 29th August 2012. Tee time – 3 – 4.30pm.

